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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


THe y-E1cuTH Coneress, Ist Session. 


2 | 
House of Delegates, in 1789, made this declara- 


«Never will our 
its commerce, 


country be productive, never will its | 


| 
| 
or its manufactures flourish, so 


eee y depend on reluctant bondmen for their prog- | 
re | Even the earth,” says Montesquieu, * which teems 
re profusion under the euttivating hand of the free la- |} 
ay inks into barrenness from the contaminating || 
borer, apein slave’ This sentiment is not more figura- 
. ; be vutiful than substantially just.” | 


Luther Martin, ina speech before the Legisla- | 
‘Maryland on his return from the Federal 
tion, thus expressed himself: 


‘ 
tor 
jre Ot 


Convell 
«é Slavery is inconsistent with the genius of republican- 
von and hasatendency to destroy those principles on which | 
py ease red, as it lessens the sense of the equal rights of 
monkind wid habituates us to tyranny and oppression.” 
Tudze Gaston, of North Carolina, in a speech | 
before th literary societies of that State, said: 

“4D ernise the truth as we may, and throw the blame 
where we will, it is slavery which, more than any other 
equse, keeps us back in the eareerof improvement. [t sti 
fos industry, and oppresses enterprise ; it is fatal to econ- 
nt and providence; it discourages skill, impairs our 
a wth as a community, and poisous morals at the fount- | 
ain head.” 

Even South Carolina has furnished illustrious | 
witnesses to the pernicious effects of slavery. 
Governor Hammond used this language in re- 
gard to the effects of slavery upon the white pop- 
ulation: 

“They obtain a precarious subsistence by occasional jobs, 
by hunting, by fishing, by plundering fields or folds,and too 
often by, what isin its effects far worse, trading with slaves, 
and inducing them to plunder for their benefit.” 





Mr. William Geary, of the same State, another 
distinguished gentleman, said: 

«A man who is an observer of things could hardly pass 
through our country without being struck with the fact that | 
ail the capital, enterprise, and intelligence are employed in 
directing slave labor; and the consequence is that a large 
portion of our poor white people are wholly neglected, and 
are suffered to while away an existence in a state but one | 
step in advance of the Indian of the forest. It is an evil of | 
vast magnitude, and nothing but a change in public senti- 
ment will effect its cure.”? - 


Mr. Farren, another southern man, said: ’ 

“In the more southern portion of this region, the non- 
slaveholders possess, generally, but very small means, and 
the land whieh they possess is almost universally poor, and 
#0 sterile that a scanty subsistence is all that can be derived 
from its cultivation; and the more fertile soil being in the 
possession of the slaveholder, must forever remain out of 
the possession of those who have none.”’ 

Mr. Jefferson when he died desired that there 
should be two inscriptions on his tombstone; one 
of them was, that he was the author of the bill 
for religious liberty in Virginia, and the other, of 
the bill abolishing the rights of primogeniture. 
Sir, the proper effects of the latter bill can never 
be felt tud enjoyed in the slave States until sla- 
verytsabolished. Until then the poor white man 
will always be kept in subjection; the land and 
capital will be in the hands of the slaveholders. 

Henry Laurens, of South Carolina, wrote to 

his son, in 1776, ** You know, my dear son, ! 
abhor slavery.” 
_Sir, when a northern man of distinction, in- 
tuenced by his amiable feelings of compromise, 
made somewhat of an apology on the floor of Con- 
f 88 for the existence of slavery in the South, 
Mr. John Randolph rose in his place, and said: 


the Nour’, neither the head nor the heart of that man from 
e North who rises here to defend slavery upon principle.” 





aia delegates to the General Congress assem- | 
Ned in 1774, two years before the Declaration of | 
ndependence, ordained and subscribed certain 


tivlan Af pana. tiks . 
. f le of association. The second article was 
a3 10/ WS: 





are will neither import nor purchase any slave | 

wholly disenntea. December next, after which we will | 

unin continue the slave trade, and will neither be | 
perned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our vessels, nor 


ell Our cox i E 
er f commodities or manufactures to those who are 
“Oncerned ia it.?? 


Cates as follows: 
* Maryland: 


: M: aw Ti T 
Willian wd latthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, jr., | 


ne aa Samuel Chase. 
einia: tichare ; 2c 
Peary Bini rd Henry Lee 


ory, jr., Richard Ble 
and Redimund iy ndicton, rd Bland, 


TS 


George Washington, 
Benjamin Harrison, 


j 

i 

| 

These articles were signed by the southern del- | 


(} “North Carolina: Willi 


;| ment. 








; every man. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 1864. 


Richard Caswell. 

* South Carolina: Henry Middleton, Thomas Lyneh, 
Christopher, Gadsden, John Rutiedge, and Edward Rut- | 
ledge.” 


Sir, | will not trespass further on the time and 
patience of the Senate by the citation of other 
evidences of the anti-slavery sentiments of the 
fathers of the Republic. You will observe that 
I have confined myself to southern authorities. 1 
have not referred to the opinion of a man north 
of Mason and Dixon’s line. These are the ex- 
pressed opinions of the founders of our Govern- 
At their feet and around the altars con- 
secrated by their virtue and wisdom, I learned 
the lessons of the political faith for which | have 
been arraigned; and for the profession of and ad- 
herence to these principles of Washington and 
Madison, Marshall and Mason, am I assailed 
as a political reprobate. Sir, I might well retort 
upon my accusers. They are the real apostates. 
It is they who are the innovators and renegades 
from the early principles and policy of the South, 
as enunciated and maintained by the leading men 
of the South. But, sir, it is said we have re- 


| 








ceived new light on the subject. It has been 
recently ascertained that slavery is a divine in- 
stitution. Holy men, it is said, in holy orders, 
pronounce their blessing upon the Heaven- 
ordained institution. But, sir, it will be hard, I 
think, to find anywhere in the Bible a warranty 
for African slavery as it exists in the United 
States; and Ican but believe with Mr. Madison, 
who said in 1835 that * the clergy perverted the 
Bible, because it is altogether against slavery.”’ 

[ will say nothing of those occasional barbari- 
ties which are inseparably incident to the relation 
of master and slave. Instances of cruelty occur, 
beyond question, which are shocking to human- 
ity. But like instances of cruelty and barbarism 
are constantly occurring among the free popula- 
tion of the North, in every department of society. 
Such exceptional cases afford no fair criterion of 
the general character of the society where they 
happen. Sir, [ take pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the humanity and kindness with which a very 
large proportion of southern masters treat their 
slaves. And I doubt now, as I have always 
doubted, whether the effect of immediate univer- 
sal emancipation will not be to greatly diminish 
the comfort and happiness of the slave for the 
presentif not for many generations. I had hoped 
heretofore to see some plan of gradual emancipa- 
tion adopted by the States, preceded and accom- 
panied by some process of moral and intellectual 
culture which should prepare and qualify the 
poor, miserable, and ignorant slave for the duties 
and responsibilities of his new position, I fear, 
however, that the logic of events and the exigen- 
cies of the country do seem to indicate that such 
delay is now impolitic if not impossible. The 


| condition of our own race is too critical to be em- 


barrassed by much attention to the welfare of any 


other. But, sir, that is not the question I was 
discussing. Iwas Inquiring if slavery had, as its 


friends say it has, the divine sanction. And, sir, 
while I shall not stop to controvert the assump- 
tion that negroes are of an inferior race, yet Ido 
say they are human beings, that they are bone of 
our bone and flesh of our flesh. That fact has 


the divine sanction beyond all caviling. The 
sible teaches the unity of the human race, And 


further, slaves, negroes, have souls tosave. They 
are the parchase of the Redeemer’s blood—of 
Him who, by the grace of God, tasted death for 
That is another fact verified by the 
Bible and having the divine sanction. We and 
the slave are children of the same heavenly Father, 
equally dependent on Him, and equally helpless 


in His sight; endowed with the same natural af- 


fections and sympathies. It is the legal conse- 
quences of slavery which clothe it with its black- 
est horrors. 

Sir, when I know that by the actual, written 
laws of many of the States where slavery exisis 
—notalone by the casual and arbitrary exercise 
of individual cruelty, but by positive statutory 
law—this race of men, these children of the same 
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am Hooper, Joseph Hawes, and | federal head and same heavenly Father with our- 
| selves, these subjects and objects of redeemin 


grace, are debarred from the benefitof the marita 
relationin some States under he avy penaltir a, and 


| by like stringent provisions of law are forbidden 


to learn to read the word of God; when, sir, [ 
have a hundred times seen the regularly author- 
ized officers of the law,in the lawful discharge of 
their duties, seize and drag away from the arms 


| of the father of her children the miserable mother 
| by process for debt, and seize and carry away 


from her bosom the helpless infant, and sell one 


| here and another there—one to be carried to the 


cotton-fields of Gi orgia, the other to the sugar- 
mills of Louisiana; when | have seen all this 
done under authority of law—lhave seen females 
on the sale-block, at public vendue, subjected to 


| the close inspection and manipulation of every 


limb and part by shameless and unfeeling spec- 
ulators inhuman souls and bodies, and have heard 
men say, have heard ministers of the gospel say, 
have heard grave and honorable Senators say that 
this African slavery was a divine institution, I 
have been astounded that there ever was credu- 
lity to believe or presumption to avow a blas- 
phemy so abhorrent to every essential attribute 
of the Supreme Being. Sir, if I could believe that 
such a recognized and legalized system of inha- 
manity as this had the divine sanction, I would 
accept the advice given to the patriarch of old in 
the hour of his extremity, and ** curse God and 
die.’’ No, sir; the founders of our great Repub- 
lic never approve d an institution so de MOrauZzing 


| in its nature, so cruel in its incidents, so adverse 


to all the interests of a wise political economy, so 
amti-republican in its spiritand tendencies, and so 
repugnant to the principles of Chrisuanity. They 
condemned it, and deplored its existence, with 
hardly an exception. Looking forward to the 
day when the country should be reveved from it, 
Mr. Madison said: 

**1 object to the word slave appearing in a Constitution 
which I trust is to be the charter of freedom to unborn mil 
lions; nor would I willingly perpetuate the wemory of the 
fact that slavery ever existed in the country. It isa great 
evil, and under the providence of God I Jlook forward to 


|} some scheme of emancipation which sball free us from ii 


Do not, therefore, let us appear as if we regarded it per 
petual by asing in our free Constitution an odious word op- 
posed to every sentiment of liberty-”’ 


So Washington, in his letter to La Fayette 


‘respecting the ordinance forbidding tovoluntary 


servitude in the Northwestern Territory: ** The 
prevailing opinion in Virginia is against the spread 
of slavery in the new Territory; and I trust we 
shall have a confederacy of free States.’’ So, 
too, we have the fact of the hostility to slavery 
of the great men who established our national 
Government emphatically attested by Mr. A, H. 
Stephens in his rather notorious speech at Savan- 
nah since the commencement of the rebellion: 

“The prevailing ideas entertained by Jefferson and most 
of the leading statesmen atthe time of the formation of the 
old Constitution were that the enslavement of the African 
was a violation of the law; that it Was wrong in prinei- 
ple, socially, morally, and politically. Our new govern- 
ment is founded upon exactly Opposite ideas; its founda, 
tions are law, its corner-stone rests upon the great trath 
that the negro is not the equal of the white man; that sla- 
very is his natural condition,’’ 

Thus, sir, ] think | may safely say that ree- 
reancy to the South and to the principles and 
policy of the South, as enunciated and defined b 
her early leading statesmen, who were the founds 


| ers of her State covernmenits and of the Federal 


Government, belongs not to me—not to me, Mr. 
President—but to those modern converts to sia- 
very whose zeal for their new-born faith seems 
to have power to manifest itself only in the op- 
probrious, unvarying, Guinea-fow!] cry of ** abo- 
litionist,’’ *favolitionist,’’ against all who rever- 
ence the traditions of the past or adhere to the 
principles of the fathers of the Republic. 

But, sir, lam sustained in my views of slavery 
by later enunciations of the opinions of many of 
the leading men of the South, and especially of 
the more prominent men of Virginia, my native 
State. And, sir, | now propose to vindicate my 


| present position by reference to some of those 


| more recent expressions of opinion. 
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The fii it to whit j l shall allude iS the Ric h- 
mond Enquirer of January 7, 1832. Everybody 
knows what the Richmond Enquire r was, and 
everybody. used to know ‘Thomas Ritchie, and 


between the man and his paper there was very 
little public sentiment in Virginia that he did not 
dictate orcontrol. In his paper of that date I find 
the following editorial article, as any Senator can 
find by reference to the bound volume in the Li- 
brary: 

* Tt is probable from what we hear that the committee on 
the colored population will report some plan for getting rid 
of the free people of color. Butisthatall thatcan be done: 
Are we forever to suffer the greatest evil which can scourg 
our land not only to remain but to increase in its dimen 


sious ‘We may shut our eves and avert our faces if we 
please,’ writes a eloquent South Cartlinian, on his return 
from the North a few weeks ag but there it is, the dark 
mod growing evil at our door tnd meet the question we 
inust, at ne distant day (aod only knows what it is the 
partat wi ite men to do on that momentous and apy illing 
subject, Of this | am very sure, that the diffvrences 

nothing short of Crightful—between all that exists on ane 
side of the Potomac and all on the other is owing to that 
cause alone. The disease isdeep-rooted; itis atthe heart's 


core; itis consuming, and has all along becn consuming, 
our vitals, and | could laugh—if | could laugh on such a 
subject—at the ignorance and folly of the politician who 
ascribes tothe act of the Government that which is the 
inevitalte effect of the eternal lawsof nature. What isto 
be dom Oh, my God, | don’t know. but something must 
be done.’ Yes, something must be dove, and it is the part 
of no hovest man to deny it, of no free press Lo cones al it. 
When this dark population is growing Hpon us, When every 
new census is but gathering its appalling numbers upon u 
wheo Wwithina period equal tothatin which the Federai Cou 
stitution hasbeen in existenee those numbers will increase 
to more than twotmillion in Virginia; when our sister States 
are closing the doors on our blacks for sale, and when our 
Wiites are moving westwardly in greater numbers tian we 
like to henr of ; when this, the thirest land on all this con 
tinent tor soil and climate and situation combined, might 
become a sort of garden spot if it were worked by the hands 
of white men alone, can we, cught we, to sit quietly down 
and fold oar aris 

This editorial of the Rictimond Enquirer was 
prompted by a rising of the slaves, known asthe 
‘© Nat ‘Turner insurrection”? or * Southampton 

9 x 

massacre.’’ This event produced a profound sen- 
sation throughout the State of Virginia. At the 
session of the Legislature next after its occur- 
rence numerous memorials from all parts of the 
State were presented, asking the Legislature to 
udont yxome means to relieve the State from the 
evils ol very. A select committee was raised, 
to whom all these memorials were referred. The 
result will appear from the following abstract 
which L have made from the journal of the House 
of Delegates. 

Virginia Legislature of January 25, 1832: 


** Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee,) That it 
is inexpedicnt for the present to make any legislative en- 
actmnents for the abolition of slavery, 

“Mr. Preston offered as a substitute the following: 

* Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee.) That it 
is expedient to adopt some legislative enactments tor the 
abolition ot sinvery. 

“Mr. Witcher moved that the whole matter be indefinitely 
postponed—ayes 60, noes 71. 

“Among the noes were the names of Wood of Albemarle, 
Randolph of Albemarie, Garland, Rives, Bryce of Gooch- 
land, Marshall, Leigh, Preston, Faulkner, Rutherford, Mon- 
cure, &c., Ke. 

“The question then recurring on the adoption of Mr. 
Prestou’s amendment, the vote stood—ayes 58, noes 73. 
Among the aves are the names of Randolph, Garland, Faulk- 
ner, Good, Moore, McDowell, Preston, &e. 

“Mr. Bryce, of Goochland, then moved to amend the 
report of the committee as follows: 

** Profoundly sensible of the great evils arising from the 
condition of the colored population of this Commonwealth, 
induced by humanity as well as policy to an immediate 
effort for the removal, in the first place, as well of those 
who are now free as of such who may hereafter become 
free, believing that this effort, while itis in just accordance 
with the sentiment of the community on the subject, will 
absorb all our present means, and that a further aetion for 
the removal ot the slaves should await a more definite de 
velopment of public opinion, Resolved, &e. 

“Aves 67, noes 60. Among the ayes were Randolph, 
Faulkner, Bryce, Preston, Leigh, McDowell, &c. 

** "Phe question then re¢urring on the report as amended, 
it was ad ppl d— iyes 65, noes 58.”? 

‘Thus itappears to have been the deliderate sen- 
timent of Virginia in 1832, as these proceedings 
demonstwate, that slavery was an unmitigated 
evil; and the only reason preventing the Legisla- 
ture from removing it from the State was the want 
of ways and means to do it, 

While the report of the committee referred to 
iu the proceedings which I have recited was under 
consideration, the merits and demerits of slavery 
were freely discussed by the leading men of Vir- 
ginia. I beg leave to read copious extracts from 
the speeches delivered, all of which may be found 
in the Richmond Kaquirer, a file of whieh is in 
the Congressional Library. 


| 


Mr. Moore, of Rockbridge, said: 
‘Ts it not du Ir, to our character, as a moral, a just, a 


imous people, that we should yield obe 


sincere and mag 


dience to those | les contained in our bill of rights, 
aud whieh we lave solemnly declared to be applicabie to” 


and obligatory upon all mankind? Can we be justified in 
the eyesofmaner Heaven in withholding trom our negroes 


rights which we have deelared to be the common property | 


ot all the human race; and that too in violation of the fun- 
damental principles of our Government?” 


In the same speech he said: 


“No man can doubt, sir, but that the deterioration in the 


appearance of the country is owing mainly to the careless | 
manner in which the soil is cultivated by slaves, and the 


indolence of the white population; nor can we hesitate to 
ascribe the flourishing condition of the non-slaveholding 
States, which are everywhere covered with highly culti- 
vated farms, thriving villages, and an industrious white 
population, to the absence of slavery.”’ 

Mr. Bolling said: 

“'lhere is yet another Wil growing out of our present sys 
temofslavery. It drives from us the laboring man, the hon 
est, industrious poor. ‘The hard struggle they have to make 
for the bare necessaries of life, to say nothing of its luxa- 
ries, puts an effectual extinguisher upon all the humble as- 


pirations of theic ambition. ‘The sparseness of the white | 


population Opposes almostinsurmountable obstacles inthe 
way of the education of their children.” 


Jefferson Randolph, the grandson of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and one of the leading men in Virginia, 
said: 


«Is it wise to fold our arms in indifference upon itas an 
irremnediable evil? To shut our eves in imitation of the 
sagacity of the ostrich, who, if it hides its eye behinda 


pebble, imagines its huge body concealed trom its enemies ? | 
Would silence restore the death-like pall of the negro mind? | 
[1 might be wise to let it sleep in its torpor, but has not its | 


dark chaos been illumined? Does it not move and feel and 
think?) Has it not existence ? The hour of the eradication 
ot the evilis advancing; it must come. Whether itis ef- 
fected by the energy of our Own minds, or by the bloody 
scenes of Southampton and St. Domingo, is a tale for fu- 
ture history.” 


I1is allusion was to the excitement produced 
| on the mind of the African race in Virginia, grow- 
ing outof what wascalled the Nat ‘Turner insur- 
rection and the Southampton massacre. If the 
murder of a few families and the tocsin of warin 
some of the eastern counties of Virginia was 
pointed to as cause of alarm on account of its in- 


the condition of that aroused mind to-day, after 
three years of bloody war, and after the thunders 
of cannonall through their midst? 


Mr. Rives said: 


consequences were within the observation and experience 
of the members of the House and the people of Virginia, 
and it did seem to him that there could be no two opinions 
about it.”’ 


Mr. Brodnax said: 

“'Thatsiavery in Virginia is an evil and a transcendent 
evil it would be idle and more than idle for any human being 
to doubt ordeny. tis a mildew which has blighted in its 
course every region it has touched from the creation of the 
world. This is the incubus which paralyzes Virginia’s en- 
ergies, her every effort at advance? ment.”’ 


All of us are acquainted with the reputation of 


habit of saying harsh things of the distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] for 
the harsh things he sees proper to say sometimes 
in regard to slavery. 
| soil of Virginia who uttered language as terse 
| and severe as | ever heard anywhere, and in the 
| very hall of Legislature of Virginia he used the 
language which | beg leave to read to the Senate: 

“Slavery, it is admitted, is an ®vil; it is an institution 
which presses heavily against the best interests of the 
State. It banishes tree white labor, it exterminates the 
| mechanie, the artisan,the manufacturer. It deprives them 
of oceupation. Tt deprives them of bread. It convertsthe 


| energy ofa community into indolence, its power into im- 
beeility, its efficacy into weakness. Sir, being thus inju 





Shall society suffer that the slaveholder may continue to 
gather his vigential cropoft human flesh? What is his mere 
pectniary claim compared with the great interests of the 
} common weal? Must the country languish, @oup, die that 
the slaveholder may flourish? Shali all interests be sub 
servientto one; all rights subordinate to the slavcholder? 
Have not the mechanics, have not the middle classes, their 
rights, rights incompatible with the existence of slavery? 


so sensibly are they telt by those who have traced the causes 
of our national decline, so perceptible is the poisonous op- 
eration of its principles in the varied and diversified inter- 
ests of this Commonwealth, that all whose minds are not 
warped by prejudices and interest must admit that the dis- 
ease has now assumed that mortal tendency as to justify 
the application of any remedy which under the great law 
of State necessity we might consider advisable.’ 
| Mr. Preston, afterwards a member of Mr. Fill- 
more’s cabinet, exclaimed: 

“The geotleman trom Bronswick (Mr. Gholson] after 
| depicting in glowing colors the prosperous character of our 


fluence on the mind of the slave, what must be | 


*©On the multiplied and desolating evils of slavery he was | 
not disposed to say much; the cause and its deteriorating | 


CharlesJ. Faulkner. Some of us have been in the | 


Here 1s a Virginian on the | 
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wealth of eastern Virginia was in the 








rious, have we nota right to demand its extermination? | 


| * Sir, so great and overshadowing are the evils of slavery, | 
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country, the beauty of our daughters, whe | ich a 


chivalry of our sons, concludes by telling us th te 


slaves. In the name of God, Mr. Spe aker, is it : 
this? Does the wealth and the beauty and the en. 
Virginia derive its support and owe its existence to 4 
crease of our slaves? If it be so, Mr, Speaker, [ y 
relieve them of so heavy a reproach,” a 


Mr. Summers said: 


It will not be denied, I think, that slavery tends y 
fuse ignorance among those more immediately is, 
tact with it. [do not mean to assert that a jo: stion 
slaveholding community is incompatible with the jis... 
development of human intellect. Such a pOsitior - 
be controverted by facts.” * * * oe ng 
sir, I speak in reference to the great body of the poo, 
and ask you to compare the general distribution’ , 
mentary education in the non slaveholding States w hun 
slaveholding States.”? " 


a 


Sir, | will read one further extract, and 4) 
will be from aspeech delivered in the samy ¥ 
lature, by James McDowell, jr., of Rockbriw, 

. ah st, 
subsequently Governor of Virginia, whoge nA 
is ahousehold word in Virginia; whose Purity of 
life, whose culture of mind, and whose yin. 
peached and unimpeachable character commyy 
the universal Ifomage and respect, not only of 
Virginians, but of all who knew him in the U 
ted States. Here is his language: 

“Who, sir, looks at this property as a legislator 
marks its effects on our national advance, but wes ps over 
it as the wWorstot patrimonies? Who that looks to th 
happy bondage of our unhappy people, in the midst of o 
society, and thinks of its incidents and its issues, but woons 
over it as a curse upon him who inflicts as upon hin yy, 
suffers it? 

“If fam to judge from the tone of our debate, {roy th 
concessions on all hands expressed, there is nota, 
this body—not one, perhaps, that is even represented 
who would not have thanked the generations that have gone 
belore us, if, acting as public men, they had broughtthis 
age toa close ; Who would not have thanked them, acti #as 
private men on private notions, if they lad relinguisyed 
the property which in their mistaken Kinduess has devolyed 
upon us? 

Proud as are the names for intellect and patriot 
which enrich the volumes of our history, and reverent; 


and 


}| as we turn to them at this period of waning repute 
| that name, that man, above all parallel, would have | 


the chief who could have blotted out this curse fron 
country ; those, above all others, would have received the 
homage of an eternal gratitude, who, casting away ey 
suggestion of petty interest, had broken the yoke wi 

an evil hour had been imposed, and had translated asa free 
man, to another continent, the outeast and the wr 
being who burdens ours with his presence and defiles it 
with his crimes. : 

* But, sir, it ha? been otherwise appointed ; slavery has 
come down to us from our fathers, and the question now 
is, shall we in turn hand it over to our ehildren? Ua 
over to them aggravated in every attribute of evil? >! 
we perpetuate the calamity we deplore, and become to pos 
terity the objects, not of kindness, but of cursing?” 

I ask, sir, if 1 am not vindicated in the action | 
have taken on this subject? Take away the names 
which I have recited to-day, the Marshalls, the 
Madisons, the Washingtons, the Leighs, the Hen- 
rys, the Randolph, the McDowells, the Riveses, 
&c., and what is there left? What isthere left but 
the mad, fanatical ravings of the Wises and the 
Pryors, et id omne genus? While | amsusiained 
by these great names, while I am fortified by the 
principles which they taught, L think | ean well 
afford to treat, not with scorn, yet with indifler- 
ence, the imputation that I am a renegade from 
the principles of my fathers, and false to the sec- 
tion in which I have lived. 

3ut, sir, all this does not absolve us from the 
obligations of the Constitution as it is. [tis the 
law paramount; and whatsoever may be our the- 
oretical views respecting slavery, the guarantees 
of the Constitution must be observed while thos 
guarantees remain a part of it. Slavery |s ® 
evil; but a broken, demoralized Constutution 
would be a greater evil. It is for the integrity” 
the Constitution, to restore its power and author 


this 


ity, that [ understand we are now waging ™ 
terrible war. Its prosecution can be justice ° 
no other consideration; and we shall do we! “ 
take heed to the fact that civil war, beyond ® 
other causes, is fruitful of pernicious and danger 
ous passions and antipathies, leading to & disre- 
gard of constitutional obligation. 
character of the rebellion adds another and si 
more malignant element to the inflammation 
the public sentiment ordinarily incident to re ne ‘ 
against the civil authority. And I think | ." 
no paradox when I say further, that the mat a9 
justice of our cause constitutes in itsell a 5° ae 
of danger. Justly exasperated at the wan” 
wickedness of the bad men whio, in se king" 
overthrow our wise and benignant Governme’ 
have plunged the country into al] the sins 8" 
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=, ]s yt. 
wa by which we are surrounded, we are 
‘transported by a just and patriotic in- 
snd the limits of alawful resentment. 
: Pt ared thatcorrunpt men, dema- 
d politicians, will be roar? to 
u C , Ives ¢ f this patriotic excite rye nt, a id 
ever and pretext of a holy zeal for the 
k to accomplish their own ambi- 
0 dij ) Ey Is in defiance of the law. Itis 
» -oke this when written organic laws be- 
hie - -aluable. [twas to meet such contingencies 


» that our Constitution was ordained. 
5 ening . peace and harmony and prosperity, 
3 little occasion or temptation to do 





there 


\ thi ad but ‘ttle restraint is required to prevent | 


mmission of wrong. When the sew is 
and the wind is fair the vessel glides 
on with littke attention to compass or rud- 
but when the tempest rises and the waves 
,and especially when the crew mutinies, 
‘requires a steady, true hand atthe helm, 
rumpet of the commander should utter 
land ny peer sound, 
, human is convulsed 
ashed into fre nzy and tamult by the shocks 
e, the nation’s life depends upon a firm 
unt: iltering adherence to the Constitution. 
s the great sheet-uanchor of the national 
Nothing else can enable us to outride the 
, is beating Upon Us, 
firm mooring er our noble vessel of State, freighted 
happiness of the people, and with the 
final hopes ot liberty, will be stranded on the 
; kers of political anarehy and ruin, and thence- 
seen ‘rth forever its wrecked. fragments, scattered 
rthe shores of time, shall be quoted and com- 
ded by tyrants and de spots as the miserable 
ao ventoes of the futility of the last great effort 
f\umanity to vindicate the capacity of man for 
self-vovernment. 
Now, therefore, has come the crisis when the 
‘our national Constitution is to be tested, 
{when the wisdom and foresight of its immortal 
framers are to be exemplified and conseerated in 
the successful application of its powers and adap- 
overthrow of its enemies and to the 
vation of the publicliberty. Now, too, has 
the hour in the history of the country 
se who are intrusted with its destinies 
to the full stature of a wise and lofty 
My humble abilities and limited 
° nee may forbid me from any worthy par- 
3 ation either In its duties or itshonors. But, 
da si’, | Uuink L can preperly conceive of what an 
— American Senator ought to be, and of what, when 


> names . . 
. liook around upon this august body, I feel as- 


iv of . ' nof the puawene 


that 
i 


free sto the 


Vy has : ho 
Ould TISt 


manship. 


ae Cher ihe will be, in this great national trial. He 
ee \ above the prejudices and passions of the 
left but our, “He will be incapable _of the motives of 
ere tere revenge or retaliation, No narrow sectional 
aacaal Guences will trammel his conduct. Fully in- 
dby the structed by the wisdom of the past, calmly meet- 
ean wel xigencies of the present, and profoundly 
indiffer- comprehending the behests of the future, he will 
de from marcr ~ a. forward to the acc omplishment ot 


Detached from this | 


So | may say now, when the 


THE 





| beginning; and that now, as then, 


rass the Administration; it will unite and consol- 





idate all the friends of the Union; it willcommand 
the homage and sympathy of foreign nations; it 
will secure the blessing and favor of Heaven; and 
thus it will insure final victory. Animated by 
sucha sentiment and guided by such a principle, 
the day is not distant when our great Republic, 
purified by the fiery ordeal through which it shall 
have passe d, its integrity restored, its Constitu 
tion uaunpair d, its authority everywhere reés- 
tablished and acknowledged, and with a history 
Which shall secure it against all future attempts 


to overthrow it, will renew its onward march of 
prosperity, power, and glory. Then, sir, we may 
catch the inspiring vision of one of your northern 
poets, and sine: 


‘*]T see the living tide roll on; 
It crowns with fiery towers 
The icy ¢ Labrador, 
The Spaniard’s ‘land of flowers ;’ 
[t streaiuis beyond the splintered ridge 
That parts the northern showers ; 
From east rock to sunset wave 


‘The continent is ours.”’ 


ipes 


in 


Mr. President, f commenced these remarks by 
saying that th que stion of African slavery could 
no longer und that it ought now, 
possible, to be finally adjusted. But how shall it 
be adjusted? In my opinion, the most effectual 
method of accomplishing this result is a vigorous 
prosecution of the war for the suppression of the 
rebellion. I do not mean to say that the extinc- 
tion of slavery should constulute the motive of the 
war. No,sir, The purpose of the war is and 
should be now what it was declared to be in the 


’ 
oe evade d,a 


‘Congress, 
banishing all feeling of mere passion and resent- 
ment, will recollect only its duty to the whole 


| country ; ; that this war is not prosecut d on our 


the ae Me stun, e and only lawful purpose of the war— 
Uppression of the rebellion, the integrity of 
from the ¥ Union, and the supremac y of the Constitution. 
it in the ‘0 mouve of unholy ambition will warp his pur- 
alain . No thirst for blood will taint the pure as- 
varantees ne of his patriotic heart. No eagerness to 
nile those ict punishment beyond what is essential toen- | 
on i e obedience to lawful authority will prompt 
‘stitution “Sackon or deform his policy. He will disre- 
aan curd the idle clamors of the mere partisan, and 
d author- eri ihe angry menaces of the political zealot. 
ging this sccosnizing the force of the maxim that ** lawis 
ied 00 on without passion,’ he will be dispassionate 
ae ! te administration ot the law. 
eyond & oi at sit, let it not be said that such a course 
d danget- Thora « to meet the exigencies of the country. 
a dete Wul be, there can be, no other course so 
oe ~ Scesstul, Letthe Government clothe ifself with 
- and sii awful sanctions of the Constitution, and es- 
mation 0 ‘Wall other motives than the vindication and 
to revolts “stablishment of its legitimate wuthority, and 
nic 1 ut ; * prociaim its pure, unimpassioned purpose in 
» manifes ee the war, and the moral influence of 
f a source a oe tutude w il] be more potential than “ an 
e want ; Yy With banners.?? It will appall ve guilty 


“sence of the States in rebellion; it will add 
enfold force to every blow struck are our armies; 
Will silence the clamors of northern factionists, || 
Who are cagerly seeking for pretexts to embar- | 


set king t 
yernmen’s 
» gins and 


or infringed, yet if ‘by 


crossed the Rubicon; 
| So is Tenne ssee 


part in any spirit of oppression, vor for any 
purpose of conquest or subjugation, nor for the 
purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the 
rights or established institutions of the States in 
rebellion, but to defend and maintain the suprem- 
acy of the Constitution and all laws made in pur- 
suance thereof, and to preserve the Union with 
allthe dignity, equality, and rights of the several 
States unimpaired; that as soon as these objects 
are accomplished the war ought to cease.” 

Sut while in the prosecution of the war for 
these justifiable ends no constitutional rightofany 
individual or of ¢ any State should be renounced 
the necessary and lawful 
exercise of the authority and power vested in or 
pertaining to those to whom the conduct of the 
wat prop rly belongs slave ry shall be de stroyed, 
and our beloved country be thus redeemed t 
‘the everlasting curse of human bondage,’ 
will be just cause of joy and gratitude every 
patriot and Christian, and go far to inde mnify our 
country and the human race for the sacrifices of 
treasure and blood made in the accomplishment 
of a result One thing is certain; 
the rapid and universal advance of our arms into 
the insurgent States, to which all are agreed, and 
for which all parties are urgent, must necessarily, 
less or more, obliterate slavery wherever they go. 
In proportion as we succeed in redeeming the in- 
surgent States from the thralldom ofthe rebellion, 
almost in the same proportion will they be 
leased from the slides of slavery. My own 
State is an example. When the loyal sentiment 

was left free to act, it abolished slavery. The 
same result has been virtually accomplished by 
the same in Missouri. Arkansas has 
Louisiana is on the shore, 
Even North Carolina indicates 
her purpose to unite in the general emancipation 
as soon as she is relieved from the yoke of the 
rebellion. 

The public sentiment of the slaveholding States 


irom 


to 


so beneficent. 


means 


| which never passed any ordinance of secession is 


| be 


eginning to demand the abolishment of slavery 
in their limits. Maryland has already inaugu- 
rated the good work. Delaware, never more than 
mere ly a nominal slave holding ¢ State, must soon 


| follow her neighbor; and the “tide of public sen- 


timent in Kentucky, tending to the same result, 
is rapidly advancing, destined soon to sweep away 
the institution in that callant and chivalrous Com- 
monwealt! i Nothice can suppress the rebellion 
but the power of our arms; and while the rebel- 
lion lasts slavery will endure. Every great vic- 
tory obtained in the fic ld is of more practical value 


'| than a thousand proclamations of emancipation, | 


if | 
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| constituting half of the 
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» Stern war, and not words, which shall 
1 1 

down the rebellion; and in proportion as we 


and whole volumes of acts of tateleitnad: 
war, 


put 


sir 


successfully prosecute the war, and so put down 
the rebellion, in the same proportion will slavery 
be put down. Its political power is even pow 
forever annihilated. Ané, sir, a few more vie- 
tories will place slavery in condition where it 
will be jr and expedient to inaugurate the only 





wise and me 
W hat is that measure? 

The Committee on the Judiciary have reported 
a proposed amendment of the Constitution pro- 
hibitingslavery. This, in my opinion, is the true 
solution of the question. It is conclusive, it is 
final; and, moreover, it conforms to the require- 
ments of the Constitution. It works out this great 
result in the mode prescribed by the Constitution, 
It accomplishes its purpose dircetly and lawfully, 
and thus avoids all those indireet, partial, and 


questionable, if not unlawful expedients whitch 
have been proposed, 


coinpetent asure for ils extinction, 


Ll should have preferred a 
national convention; and | would, perhaps, have 
postponed the measure until the next Congress. 


{ will even now venture to suggest to the Com- 
inittee on the Judiciary and to the Senate some 


of the reasons why I think it would be better to 
postpone the proposition until the next Congress. 
I believe that many of the insurgent States will 
then be representedgicre by loyal men. I sup- 
pose, too, that by that time many of those States, 
by the action of their own people, will have abol- 
ished slavery, and their representatives here will 
be the most earnesé advocates of the amendment 
proposed, Will it not be in Arkansas, in 
Me unessee, in Louisiana, in North Carolina, and 
perhaps other States? These States represent- 
ed in Congress, and advocating, as | feel assared 
they will, the proposed amc pdme »nt of the Con- 
stitution, in connection with the States of Mary- 
land, Missouri, Delaware, and West Virginia, 
southern States, would 
not only avoid the imputation of unfairness in act- 
ing upon the subject when the former States were 
not represented here, but would certainly secure 
the two-thirds vote of Congress re quired by the 


80 


| Constitution, as well are more immediate adop- 


| tion of the amendment 


| influence 


by the requisite number 
of States, and would give to the measure a moral 
that would silence all the purtisan 
clamors of simulated sympathy in the non-slave- 
holding States, 

And moreover, it is not to be denied, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that the public excitement consequent upon 


| the condition of the country, in the midst of the 


it |] 


most bloody and tremendous war known in the 
annals of history, is not entirely compauble with 
the calm deliberation with which so grave a mat- 
ter as the alteration of our fundamental law in 
reference to a most delicate and exciting subject 
should be considered. But, sir, ifa majority of 
the friends of this measure think this is the proper 
time to propose it, L shall waive my preference 
for postponed action, and support the measure 
now. Str, | believe that this amendment of our 
Constitution is demanded, either now or soon 
hereafter, by every principle of justice and by 
every consideration of expediency; by the history 
of the past, by the woes of the present, and by the 
hopes of the future; by the blood of our fe llow- 
citizens sacrificed on the altar of their country in 
defense of the Union; by our defeats at Bull Run 
and at the ¢ ‘hickahominy . by our victories at An- 
tictam, at Gettysburg, and at Chattanooga; by 
the millions of our national debt; by the burdens 
of Federal taxation; by the genius of our Ameri- 
ean liberty; by the spirit of our Christianity; by 
our love of freedom; by our hatred of tyranny; 
and by the voice of the people, which, in this in- 
stance, is the voice of God. 


MILITARY INTERFERENCE WITH ELECTIONS. 


Mr. HOWARD. Senate bill No. 37, to pre- 
vent officers of the Army and Navy, and other 
persons engage! in the military and naval service 
of the United States, from interfering in clectiona 
in the States, was assigned for to-day at one 
o’eclock I will inquire whether it will be in order 
to proceed to the consideration of that motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion to that 
effect would be in order. 

Mr. HOWARD. I make that motion, 

Mr. JOHNSON. I suggest to the honorable 
member from Michigan that the hour is rather” 
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too late to take up that bill, and with his permis- | The SPEAKER. On the J0th of March the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs was called in regular | 


sion | will move that it be passed over. 

Mr. HOWARD. 1 will cheerfully give way 
to a motion to go into executive session, but | 
should like to have this bill taken up, so that it 
may be the first in order to-morrow. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
to wish this bill to supersede the question of con- 
stitutional amendment to-morrow? 

Mr. HOWARD. 
up the bill with a view to proceed to its consider- 
ation. Ido not wish to supersede that. 

Mr. SUMNER. The other is the special or- 


der, but as the unfinished business this will take || property claimed by the United States, and for 


precedence, 

Mr. HOWARD. Of course. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is now 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
The report of the committee is adverse to the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
word on the bill; but as the Senate is quite thin 
this afternoon, and the hour is so far past, perhaps 
we had better go into executive session. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WILSON. As the Senator prefers to go 
on to-morrow, and it is desirable to have an exec- 
utive session to-day, I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration o®executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
spent in executive session, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turespay, March 22, 1864. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by Rev. Prepericx Hincerer, of Lowell, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBERS. 


Mr. J. C. ALLEN asked leave of absence for 
his colleague, Mr. Hurcuuins, for ten days from 
to-day. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. PENDLETON asked leave of absence for 
his colleague, Mr. Lona, for a week from to-day. 

Leave was granted. 


MURDER OF CAPTAIN REED. 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, by unan- 


imous consent, offered a resolution, which was 
read, considered, and agreed to, requesting the 
Secretary of War, if not inconsistent with the 
public interest, to instruct the commander of the 
middle department to order the commanding offi- 
cer of the counties of Accomac and Northampton, 
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, to institute in- 

uiries at once concerning the murder of Captain 

“heodore Reed, whro resided in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, and who, on the morning of Thursday, 
the 3d instant, was shot, in Tangier sound, Ches- 
apeake bay, by pirates. 

MARY E. HAZZARD, 

Mr. DUMONT asked and obtained unanimous 
consent to have the bill (H. R. No. 252) for the 
relief of Mrs. Mary E. Hazzard, widow of the late 
Captain George W. Hazzard, transferred from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, to which it 
had been referred, to the Committee of Claims. 


MARY COLE. 

Mr. MARCY, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, presented an adverse report in 
the case of Mary Cole, wife of Lewis Cole; which 
was luid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
I was absent last week on official business, with 
the other members of the committee, when the 
Committee on Naval Affairs was called, but I un- 
derstand that the House agreed to give two days 
to the business of the committee. I desire now 
toask that Tuesday and Wednesday of next week 
be assigned to that business, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I have no 
objection to that, provided it will not interfere 
with the business of the Committee on Commerce. 
That committee has not been called for several 


months, and has a great deal of business before | 


it ready to be reported, which ought to be acted 
on at once. 


I made the motion to take | 


It is my purpose to say a | 


Do I understand the Senator | 











OOOO 


| days but two morning hours. 


order. The committee was absent on official 
business, and the House authorized the commit- 


tee when it should return to designate not two | 


The chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs now designates 
Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. 

There being no objection, the order was made. 
ATTACHMENT OF UNITED STATES PROPERTY. 

Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Commerce a bill to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Treasury to stipulate for 
the release from attachment or other process of 


other purposes, 
The bill was read. It enacts that wheneverany 


| property owned or held by the United States, or 





in which the United States claim an interest, shall 
in any judicial proceeding under the laws of any 
State, district, or Territory be seized, arrested, at- 
tached, or held for the security or satisfaction of 


| any claim made against such property, it shall be 
| lawful for the Secretary of the oan in his 





discretion, to direct the Solicitor of the Treasury 
to cause a stipulation to be entered into by the 
proper district attorney for the discharge of such 
property from such seizure, arrest, attachment, 
or proceeding, to the effect that, on such discharge, 
the person asserting the claim against such prop- 
erty shall become entitled to all the benefits of the 
act. In all cases wheré such stipulation is en- 
tered into, and where the property shall be dis- 
charged and final judgment shall have been given 
in the court of last resort to which the Secretar 
of the Treasury may deem proper to cause such 
proceeding to be car: .ed, affirming the claim and 
the right ofthe person asserting the same to en- 
force it, such final judgment shall be deemed, to 
all intents and purposes, a full and final determ- 
ination of the rights of such person, and shall 
entitle such person as against the United States 
to such rights as he would have had in case the 
»ossession of the property had not been changed. 
Ir such claim be for the payment of money, and 
if the same shall by such judgment be found due, 
the presentation of a duly authenticated copy of 
the record of such judgment and proceedings 
shall be sufficient evidence to the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury for the allowance 
thereof, and the same is to be thereupon allowed 
and paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. ELIOT. The bill simply gives to, the 
Government the power, which every private cit- 
izen has, to release property from attachment 
which the Government may want to use. It 
gives to the Secretary of the emai the power, 
at his discretion, to release property from attach- 
ment, instead of allowing it to be tied up by the 
officers of the law. That is the whole bill. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. ELIOT moved the previous question on 
the third reading. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FIRST REGIMENT OF ILLINOIS CAVALRY. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, by unanimous con- 
sent, submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas the papers in the matter of the claims of the 
officers and privates of the first regiment of Iinois volun- 
teer cavalry, for horses and other property lost ai the battle 
of Lexington, Missouri, in September, 1861, have been 
withdrawn from the Committee on Military Affairs under 
a misapprehension of their condition before such commit- 
tee: Therefore, 

Resolved, That leave be granted for the return of said 
papers, and that the case remain as it would had no such 
leave been granted and such papers remained with the com- 
mittee. 

COLONEL JOSEPH PADDOOK. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, by unanimous con- 
sent, also submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to investigate the claim of Colonel Joseph Pad- 
dock for serviecs as commandant of the fifth regiment In- 
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| of General E. A. Paine and others, and o 


E. 


| and the town of Moline, Illinois; which were 


| other Indian tribes in southeastern O 
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22, 
diana volunteers in the Indian war of 1810 and 18) ) ig 
war of 1512 with Great Britain ; and that the rx sol and the 
the board of supervisors of Warren county, Lilinojs .. 
cember 17, 1858, and of December, 1863," oe 


un. 


and the py tit 


f Judge Jon 
Thompson and others, praying the allowance hare PY tang 


ferred to them; and that they report by bill or oth, oh re 

PURCHASE OF ROCK ISLAND BRIDGE: 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, also, by unanimey 
consent, introduced resolutions relative to 
C ) hea 


purchase of bridges from the city of Rock Isla. 


7 read 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affain’ 


TREATY WITH OREGON INDIANs. 


The SPEAKER stated the first busi 
an act (S. No. 25) to authorize the Pry 
negotiate a treaty with the Klamath, 


Ness to ue 
esident to 
Modoc, and 


; : regon, 
The bill, which was read, provides tha 


President be authorized to conclude a tre 
the Klamath, Modoc, and Snake Indians j 
eastern Oregon for the purchase of the country ¢. 
cupied by them,and that for the purpose fen 
rying out the provisions of the act $20,000 be 
nogenpeaies from any money in the Treagy 
not otherwise sree: to be expended under 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 

The bill was ordered to be read a third timo. 
and it was accordingly read the third time, ané 

assed. 

Mr. McBRIDE moved to reconsider the yop 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved tha 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the tabje 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


E. F. AND SAMUEL A. WOOD. 


Mr. HALE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to report back from the Com. 
mittee of Claims Senate bill No. 105, for the rp. 
lief of E. F. and Samuel A. Wood, and that i: 
be now acted upon. 

Mr. WILSON. I object. 

Mr. HALE. The bonds provided for by this 
bill were lost by the destruction of the Golden 
Gate. I do not see how thére can be any objec. 
tion to it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lows 
objects. 


the 
Aly with 
N south. 


FRAUD UPON THE TREASURY. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House to report from 
the Gommittee on Commerce a bill requiring the 
proof of the payment of duty on foreign salt \e- 
fore the payment of allowances provided by acts 
of July 29, 1813, and March 3, 1819, and thatit 
be put on its passage. The bill is founded upon 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury that 
it is necessary to prevent frauds which are now 
committed. Fishermen defraud the Treasury by 
purchasing salt abroad, and therefore escape the 
ayment of duty upon salt purchased at home. 

pow to get it in once before, but it was object- 
ed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. Would it not more properly 
come in as an amendment to the tariff bill? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It has noth- 
ing to do with the tariff. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not object. 

Mr. SWEAT. Does the bill come from acon- 
mittee of this House? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is the 
unanimous report of the Committee on Con 
merce, upon the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. I am sorry that I have not the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, asit has 
been mislaid. He states that these fishermen pur 
chase their salt abroad, and thus defraud the rev 
enue. These men have bounties given to them, 
and I think that it is ungracious for them to st 
tempt to defraud the Government by the purchase 
of salt abroad. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 
previous question. _ oe 
The previous question was seconded, and ! 
main question ordered; and under the — 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 8” 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was a 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re 


consider the vote by which the bill was poo 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 9¢ 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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<OLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


On motion of Mr. SPALDING, and by unani- 

ae consent, the Committee of the Whole on 
- P ‘vate Calendar was discharged from the fur- 
eS Fel ration of the bill (H.R. No. 266) grant- 
‘pangions to the surviving soldiers of the war 


ne 


we 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
“Mr. DEMING. 


pusiness. 
RAILROAD TO NEW YORK. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
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legislation? Am I not justifiable, in the name and || of common carriers against the contract they 


in behalf of my State, to protest against the pas- 
sage of this act, that can in nowise benefit the 
country, while it destroys private rights, private 


| property, and wipes out the laws of a sovereign 


¢ jg]2, and the same was recommitted to the | 


I call for the regular order of | 


eis the consideration ofthe bill (H. R. No. 307) | 


ness ist! 
ty the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Dem- 
15G,} t0 declare certain railroads military and 
sost roads, and to regulate commerce; on which 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Rocers) 
is entitled to the floor, ! . 

Mr. ROGERS. I desire to yield ten minutes 
of my time to my colleague, (Mr. Srarr.] 

Mr.STARR. Mr. Speaker, I feel it to be a 
duty | owe to my constituents, and also the State 
[have the honor to represent in part upon this 
floor, to oppose the passage of this bill. In my 
oiain way 1 shall attempt to give to this House 
my reasons for so doing. 

The corporations asking for this law were char- 
ered by the Legislature of the State of New Jer- 
sey, subject to an act passed in the year 1832, de- 
claring that it should not be lawful to construct 
any other railroad than those of the Camdenand 
Amboy Railroad Company to transport passen- 
ci rs or freight across the State of New Jersey 


ovted from the Committee on Military Affairs | 


State, and sets at defiance the decisions of its 
highest courts? 

Mr. ROGERS. This proposed legislation be- 
fore the House is one that has never been pro- 
posed to the Congress of the United States before 
in the history of this country. It is an unusual 


and unprecedented attempt to transfer the power | 


and jurisdiction of a State over its railroads and 
canals located sulely within the lines of that State 
to the Halls of Congress,and to override and set 
at naught the decisions of the courts of New Jer- 
sey in reference to one of its own domestc rail- 


| way systems, established by its own sovereign 


between New York and Philadelphia, which spe- || 


cial privilege expires in the year 1869. By the 


acceptance by these companies of the acts of in- | 


corporation, subject to these provisions, they vol- 
untarily bound themselves to the observance of 
its provisions. 

Here is a contract that has been affirmed and 
reaffirmed by the contracting parties, and by the 
courts whenever its validity has been questioned, 
and subject to this contract these corporations 
accepted their charters. 

Now, sir, these companies come here asking 
Congress, in defiance of the power creating them, 


against their own express obligations to the State | 


of New Jersey that gave them existence, to vio- 
late the laws, the very laws of that State by virtue 
of which tuey exist. Will this House, without 
some overpowering necessity, take away, by the 
passage of this bill, the jurisdiction and power of 
the State itself over the corporations within her 
imits and of her own creating, and destroy the 


vested rights of the citizens of New Jersey, who | 


hold their property by virtue of the laws of the 
State, now attempted to be thrust aside, not, as I 
eueve, from any necessities of the country at 
\uis time, but rather to relieve the necessities of 
the English bondholders, who hold the $600,000 
of the bonds of these corporations, now pressing 


the passage of this law? 


- | 
Let me here say that no sacrifice on the part of 


my State or the citizens thereof would be too great 
at this time if the necessities of the country re- 
quired it; but as we have always been ready with 
‘ur blood and our treasure to meet the require- 
ments of the country, we have a right to ask of 
this House to stand by us, and not override our 
‘ws, destroy our contracts, and take out of our 
tontrol the corporations of our own creation, and 
“Pon ourown soil. More especially have we a 
right toask it whenit is patent to every one who 


‘as taken the trouble to examine the merits of | 
‘Ms act, that it has been gotten up and pushed for- | 


ward solely and entirely for the purposes of pri- 
¥te speculation. 
r oom is any public necessity for the passage 
us law it must be for military or postal pur- 
ey Congress has already epi a law in- 
tion the President with power to take posses- 
Sales = use these railroads for such purposes; 
tte ie whole objectand intention of this law 
annul and set aside the laws of New Jersey 


at the ‘ 

oe ‘nstance and for the benefit of foreign and 
= *sue speculators. Not only set aside our 
Ws 


j the it is also a direct appeal from the de- 
at beeou courts to these Halls, unprecedented, 
before Sate the history of the country. When 
decinttinn® rongress been asked to override the 
these an of the courts, and who and what are 

“pplicants demanding such unprecedented 


| 


rr 





ee 


1} 
it 


power, within its own jurisdiction, and only on 
its own soil, 


I cannot believe, if the House understand this 


question, that they will for a moment recognize 


_ this attempted unfair and unjust legislation upon 


the State of New Jersey; that State that has cheer- 
fully responded to every call for men made upon 


| her, which has always been true to the Union, 


true to the best and noblest interests of the coun- 


| try, always foremost in furnishing her respective 
quotas, whose troops in the field have shown a 

| bravery and patriotism unequaled in the history 

| of the world, whose railroads and canals have al- 
ways been at the service of the Government in for- | 

| warding troops and military supplies, and has ex- 

| tended to the Administration every means in her 


power to assist him in putting down this rebellion. 
The bill proposed to be passed has no parallel in 
the history of legislation in thiscountry. Itisa 
direct strike at the rights and chartered interests 
of a corporation of the State, whose privileges 
have been guarantied to them by the solemn con- 
tract and plighted faith of the State. 

The bill declares that the Camden and Atlantic 
Railroad Company and the branches thereof, built 
and to be built, and the railroad of the Raritan 
and Delaware Bay Railroad Company and the 
branches thereof, built and to be built, are hereby 
declared to be lawful structures and public high- 
ways of the United States; that the said railroads 
and branches, witha ferry or ferries from Camden, 
in the State of New Jersey, to Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, and steamboats and 
other vessels from Port Monmouth, in the State of 
New Jersey, to the city of New York, running in 
connection with said roads, are hereby established 
and recognized as a post route, military road and 
public highway of the United States for the pur- 
pose of the transmission of the mails, troops, and 
munitions of war of the United States, and for the 
transportation of goods, wares, and merchandise 
of foreign growth across the State of New Jersey 


under permits granted by the collectors of ports | 
of the United States authorized to grant the same, || 


and for commerce among and between the several 
States of the United States; and that the Camden 
and Atlantic Railroad Company and the Raritan 
and Delaware Bay Railroad Company, chartered 
by the State of New Jersey, or either of them 


or their assigns, are hereby authorized and em- | 


powered to complete, maintain, and operate the 
said railroads and branches, and to establish, main- 
tain, and run the said ferries, steamboats, and other 
vessels as aline of transportation for goods, wares, 


and merchandise of all descriptions, and passen- | 
gers, betwevn the cities of New York and Phila- 


delphia, and between the intermediate places and 
said cities respectively, and for commerce be- 
tween and among the several States of the United 


States, anything in any law or lawsof the above- | 


named States to the contrary notwithstanding. 


I claim there is no necessity for this legislation, | 


and that if there was there 1s no warrant in the 
Constitution of the United States that will allow 
Congress through her Representatives from other 
States of this Union to interfere with the local rail- 
way system of any individual State which at has 
incorporated merel for the purpose of doing busi- 
ness Within its limits. This bill before the House 
is not a bill for the purpose of declaring this rail- 
road a mere post route; it is not a bill for the 


purpose of regulating commerce among the seyv- | 


eral States; but it is a bill giving to two corpora- 
tions which are creatures of the State of New Jer- 
sey, and which derive their sole power through 
the Legislature of that State, to do the business 





| tending that this is a political question. 


| statement outside of the committee. 


made with the State when they became creatures 
of it by virtue of the charters which gave them 
power to run railroads between particular points 


in the State for the purpose of doing a local busi- 
ness. 


It is not then for the purpose of declaring these 


| post roads; it is not a bill for the purpose of de- 


claring them military roads; it is not a bill forthe 
purpose of regulating commerce between the sev- 
eral States of this Union under the grant of power 
given to Congress under the organic law; but it is 
amere bill to enrich Wadl streetspeculators in New 
York, and English capitalists who own $700,000 of 
this stock, and come here to induce Congress to 
make worthless roads, the stock of which is worth 
but twenty cents on the dollar, sell in the market 
for one hundred, and thereby transfer the capital 
of New Jersey and of the United States to En - 
land for the purpose of fitting out piratical stent 
to prey upon the commerce of this country, and 
to break down and destroy the fundamental prin- 


ciples which lie at the foundation of our national 
| existence. 


They are trying to make this a political ques- 
tion. This immense body of Wall street specu- 
lators come here for the purpose of filling their 
pockets at the expense of the loyal people of New 
Jersey. They have and endeavor to get votes for 
this bill from the other side of this House by pre- 
I say it 


is no political question. It is a question which 


| interests the State of New Jersey and the whole 
| railroad system of the Union, because it is to set- 
| tle whether the States shall regulate their own 


railroad, canal, turnpike, and transportation sys- 
tems, or whether they shall be regulated by the 


| Congress of the United States. 


I believe if my honorable friend [Mr. Dem- 
inG]} who reported this bill understood the history 
of the railroad legislation of New Jersey, he would 


| withdraw the report which he pretends and as- 


serts was made unanimously by the committee, 
when but four or five members were present when 
the matter was passed upon by the committee. In 
1830, when scarcely any railroads had been es- 
tablished in this country, when there was no ratl- 
road communication between the great city of Phil- 
adelphia and New York 

Mr. DEMING. Dol understand the gentle- 
man from New Jersey to allege that this report 
was not made unanimously? 

Mr. ROGERS. I was told that four members 
of the committee were not present and did not 
agree to the report of the committee. If I am 
wrong I am willing to be corrected. 

Mr. DEMING. I merely wish to correct an 





| error in fact. 


Mr. ROGERS. How many members of the 
committee were present when the report was 
agreed to? 

Mr. DEMING. Atthe time the bill was agreed 
to I think there were five or six members of the 
committee present, and those who were not then 
present have since assented to the report. 

Mr. ROGERS. I have it from a member of 
the committee that they did not agree to this re- 
ort. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think this matter should 
be set right at the start. I would like to know 
what member of the committee has made such a 
lt was my 
distinct understanding that the report was unan- 
imous. 

Mr. ROGERS. I decline to yield to the gen- 
tleman any longer, as | have out an hour’s time, 
which will compel me to make a hurried and very 
rapid discussion. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I call the gentleman 
to order. Itis not proper to refer to what took 
place in the committee. The gentleman is trav- 
eling out of his record and referring to conversa- 
tions with a member of the committee, disclosing 
to him what took place in a committee. of this 
House in regard to a difference of opinion amon; 
its members, when there was none really, and 
when there is no minority report. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman professes 
to state what occurred in the committee-room he 
is clearly out of order. The informal conversa 


| tion of gentlemen out of the commitiee-room, as 


to what took place in the committee, is only a 


| question resting on their own veracity. Nomem- 
| ber has a right upon the floor of the House to 
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spenk of the proceedings in committee; but in- 
formal conversatious as to the assent or dissent 
of any particular member of the committee, as 
stated y iim to 
referred to, 

Mr. ROGERS, | was stating my information 
obtained from a member when not 


any member, may of course be 


In committee, 
and the vote will show, upon the final passage of 
the bill, that several of the commitiee will not 
support it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I will so far interrupt 
the gentlemen as to say that this report was un- 
derstood to be assented to by every member of the 
committee; and L ask now that the gentleman who 
gave different information be named. [Cries of 
**Order!’’ ** Order !’’] 

Mr. ROGERS. I was proceeding to say that 
at a time when there was no railroad to New 
York, and no means of reaching that city by rail- 


roud communication from any pointof this Union, | 


the Legislature of New Jersey, in 1830, chartered 
the Camden and Amboy Railroad and ‘Transpor- 
tation Company for the purpose of constructing 
a railroad from Camden to Amboy, and thus by 
water make a through line from Philadelphia to 
New York. At that time it was supposed that 
the investment would be a hazardous one, and it 
was with the greatest difficulty that capitalists 


could be induced to invest their means in the un- | 


dertaking, and on that account the Legislature 
of New Jersey bound themselves that if the com- 
pany would build this road from Philadelphia to 
New York, during the time the charter lasted, 
which will expire in 1869, they would authorize 
no other corporation to compete with them in the 
through business between New York and Phila- 
delpliia, and it was only because of these exclu- 
sive privileges given to the corporation that this 
company established this railroad communication 
between the two great cities, which was one of 
the first railroads ever established in this coun- 
try. 

its charter provided that in thirty years from 
the completion of the road the State might take 
it, at its appraised value, and that the company 
should pay, in lieu of all other taxes, ten cents 
for each passenger and fifteen cents for each ton 
of merchandise transported on the road, and pro- 
vided that if the State should authorize the con- 
struction of any other railroad for the transporta- 
tion of passengers across the State from New 
York to Philadelphia; within three miles of the 
termini of the said company’s road, the tax should 
cense. 

By a supplement passed February 4, 1831, the 
tax was limited to passengers and goods trans- 
ported from the Delaware to the Raritan. ‘The 
company at that time, decming the investment 
doubtful, were unwilling to be bound to pay taxes 
beyond what would be a fair ratio on the amount 
of business transacted. [tis charged upon the 
State of New Jersey that she taxes the citizens of 
other States who travel over her territory. The 
charge is false. It is immaterial whether the 
passenger be a citizen of New York or Pennsyl- 
vanit; whether he gets on the cars at Camden or 
Bordentown. She never taxed the passengers 
one cent for crossing the State, and only adopted 
that mode of taxing the business of the road. 
Each State has its own mode and manner of tax- 
ing its corporations. The company have to pay 
this tax upon all passengers that ride from Bor- 
devtown, in New Jersey, on the Delaware, to the 
Raritan, whether they come from Philadelphia or 
New York, or are citizens of the State. There 
is No discrimination in taxing the company, 
whether the passengers go across the whole State 
or not, whether they are Jerseymen or citizens 
of another State. It is a tax simply upon the 
business of the road, upon the same principle of 
our internal revenue act. 

Qa the 15th of February, 1831, the Camden and 
Amboy Railroad Company, and the Delaware and 
Raritan Canal Company, both of whose charters 
were granted at the same time, were consolidated 
into one company, and the fare between Philadel- 
phia and New York was limited to three dollars, 
which is less than is charged upon most of the 
roads of the State, and upon the rodds between 
here and Philadelphia. Itisa short road, and had 
sixty-six miles of railroad and thirty miles of 
water communication; the whole route being only 











about three cents a mile, which is less than any | 


railroad of that short distance charged. 


The ex- | 
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pense of running a short road is much more in |) 
t roportion thana lone road; hence the New York i} 
Central or Erie railroad can afford to run for a || 
less price per mile than a short road. 
In 1532 the joint companies were authorized to | 
transfer to the State one thousand shares of stock i 
in addition to the same amount pre viously given, | 
and were to guaranty that the transit duty and 
the dividends on such stock should amount to 


should not be lawful at any time during the rail- 
road charter to construct any other railroad in the 


State without the consent of the said companies, 


which should be intended or used for the trans- 
portation of passengers or merchandise between 
the cities of New York and Philadelphia. 

In 1837, the Legislature of New Jersey char- 
tered another railroad by authorizing the joint com- 
panies to construct a branch railroad trom New 
Brunswick to Trenton and Bordentown, thus con- 
necting the New Jersey railroad, which runs from 
Jersey City to New Brunswick, with the Phila- 
delphia and Trenton railroad at Trenton and the 
Camden and Amboy at Bordentown, thus making 
a new line of communication between New York 
and Philadelphia independent of the Camden and 
Amboy line. In 1852, the Legislature of New Jer- 
sey chartered another railroad, which is one of the 


roads that are now asking for these special priv- 


] 
$30,000 annually, and the act declared that it 


ileces. It authorized the Camden and Atlantic 
Railroad Company to build a railroad from Cam- 
den to Absecom inlet, now Atlantic City, for the 
purpose of doing local business between those 
two points. The Legislature afterwards, in 1854, 
chartered another railroad company, the Raritan 
and Delaware Bay railroad, (the other line named 
in this bill,) to construct a road from some suita- 
ble point on Raritan bay eastof the village of Key- 
port, in the county of Monmouth, by the way of 
certain designated places, to Cape Island, on the 
Atlantic ocean, for the purpose of doing local 
business between these two particular points. 
The charters of these toads were subject to the 
charter of the Camden and Amboy railroad. These 
roads when they aceepted their charter knew that 
they had no right to compete in business with the 
joint conipanies, and they took their charters with 
full knowledge of the exclusive privileges granted 
by the State to the joint companies. 

After thus taking their charters, they come here 
to Congress and ask Representatives from Ohio, 
from New York, and other States, men of the 
East and men of the West, to trample upon the 
laws of the State of New Jersey, to trample upon 
the decisions of her courts, to destroy her domestic 
railroad communications, and place them under 
the sole jurisdiction of the United States. When 
the Raritan and Delaware Railroad Company 
were about completing their road they wrote a 
letter to the Camden and Amboy Railroad Com- 
pany, making proposals in which they admit they 
could not go to Camden without the consent of 
the joint companies. Are the Representatives of 
the eastern, middle, border, or western States will- 
ing to open such a door to fraud, and let it walk 
forth in bold and undisturbed impunity ? 

These roads were chartered in 1852 and 1854. 
Seven years after the last charter, in 1861, these 
two companies entered into a joint contract to 
connect their roads, so asto make a through route 
from New York to Philadelphia, and one of them, 
the Raritan and Delaware Bay Company, began 
to build a branch road from Atsion to Jackson, 
where it connects with the Camden and Atlantic 
railroad, for which they had no right at all in 
theircharter. ‘The Camdenand Amboy Railroad 
Company and the Delaware and Raritan Canal 
Company, believing that the object of this was 
to doa through business beween Philadelphia and 
New York, and thus interfere with their vested 
rights, in July, 1862, filed a bill of complaint in 
the courtof chancery of New Jersey against them 
for an injunction to restrain the intended con- 
nection, alleging it to be illegal, an invasion of 
their rights, undertaken in bad faith and with the 
intention to use them for transportation of pas- 
sengers or freight from New York to Philadel- 
phia. That bill was answered under the solemn 
oaths of the presidents and directors of these two 
railroad companies. They declared before God, 


| and on their solemn oaths in the high court of 


chancery of New Jersey, that they had no inten- 
tion of connecting their roads for the purpose of 
doing through business. I now read from the 
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opinion of the chancellor in that case 
to what they swore: 


to show 


* They also deny that they intend in any WAY toy 

the chartered rights of the complainants, or that th. os ‘ 
during their existence to violate any of the alleora cor 
privileges of the complainants. And the defendants 
each of them, deciare thatit is not and never has bees, 
intention, by the construction of their railroad, Or its eos, 
nections with the Camden and Auiantic railroad Or ati © 
wise, to interfere with the complainants’ chart, red ; " 
by competing with the railroad of the complainants te . 
transportation of passengers or merchandise between oe 
cities of New York and Philadelphia or Otherwise Mug 
Page 5. ro 


r 


The chancellor decided that because the a 
panies had sworn that they were simply mak wa 
this connection for the purpose of doing Ino.) 
business, which they had a right to do, the - 
plication for the injunction must be denied nid 
the joint companies were turned out of court . 

After this decision was made, they proceeded 
to finish their road and connecting branch and 
used every means to attract the freight busines 
between New York and Philadelphia over tho. 
line, and began to carry freight and passengers 
through from city to city. = 

The joint companies then filed a supplementg| 
bill charging the facts and demanding the inter. 
position of the court. 

The Raritan and Delaware Bay Company pro. 
cured their connection with Philadelphia by bad 
faith to the Camden and Amboy Company, and 
avoided an injunction to prevent such cofnectiny 
by deceiving the court, and swearing that they hiad 
no intention to use the roads for through bysi. 
ness, while the contrary was their manifest intep: 

In this case, upon the supplemental bill, th 
chancellor decided that they had a right to dog 
local business, but that they had no right to dog 
through freight or passenger business between 
Philadelphia and New York; and he granted 
perpetual injunction against them to prevent them 
from doing a through business in the future, | 
refer to the opinion of the chancellor to show how 
much the oaths of these gentlemen are worth, and 
that the law is clear upon the exclusive privileges 
of the joint companies. They took a solemn oat) 


ler. 


before the court and-high Heaven, and after viola- 
ting thatsolemn oath ask Congress to sustain them 
in their perfidy. I read from the opinion of the 
chancellor, to sustain the position that the contrac: 
between the State and the joint companies isa law- 
ful and constitutional one: 


“Tt is dificult to conceive of a more express engageméut 
on the part of the State, or of a clearer recognition of th 
exclusive rights of the companies, than is contained in these 
statutes. Whatever doubts may be entertained as to the 
construction of the contract, there can be none as to the 
fact of making it. 

“That the engagement is not in the form of a contract 
renders it none the less obligatory. [tis the form in which 
the faith of the State is usually pledged, and in which con- 
tracts with corporations, touching the exercise of exclusive 
franchises under legislative authority, are entered into.” 

* * * * * * 7. * * * 

“The contract is founded upon a valuable consideration 
paid by the companies. 

‘Tt was made as an inducement to private enterprise and 
private capital to construct an important highway requir 
for public travel and the convenience of commerce, and 
which it was incumbent upon the State in its sovereign ea 
pacity to provide either directly by its own means or Lirough 
the agency of others.”’ * * * . rie 

“The existence and validity of the grant of exclusive 
privileges by the State to the complainants, which they ask 


to be protected, are satisfactorily established.” 
* * * * * * * * * 


“The complainants’ rights are clear and unquest! 
They have been in the actual enjoyment of their trancise 
for more than thirty years. The defendants by using 0 
permitting their roads to be used for the establishmentols 
through route for the transportation of freight and passel 
gers between the cities of New York and Philadelphia have 
exceeded the powers conferred upon them and tnterleres 
with the rights and the property of the complainants. There 
is nothing in the charters of the defendant corporations 
of either of them which expressly or by implication conic’ 
the power of establishing such route or the franchise 0! - 
ing tolls thereon. The Legislature cannot be presumed” 
have intended or contemplated any grant inconsistent wi" 
the manifest design of the charters ofthe defendants. W hveth- 
er the complainants’ rights have been invaded by 2 mustan® 
ora fraudulent exercise of power is immaterial. An enthet 
event they are entitled to have their rights protected aé 
wrong suppressed. Tire complainants are entitled to . 
injunction restraining the defendants from using OF — 
ting to be used their roads, or either of them, for te a 
pose complained of, pursuant to the prayer of the supp! 
mental bill.’? 


It is a well-settled rule of law that public gras 
are to be construed strictly; and in cases of grai's 
of franchises by the public to a private corpol” 
tion, any ambiguity in the terms of the a 
must operate against the corporation and in pd 
of the public. The corporate body can Ws 


is 


~~ 
teres 
ihues 
quirl 
fr quir 

“\ 
ho con 
pede, 
a loca 
and s 
Witho 
ample 
ones 
fares ; 
rectly 
tion 0 
ercisc 
Son ( 
by the 
in hoy 


. 

“Dp 
ulate 
Of im 


“i 














ow 
Violate 
Yr r 
d right. 
ah 
byt 
fen a 
Vise,’ 
€ Cor 
nakine 
© lool 
5 ‘VCO, 
he Ape 
d, and 
urt 
ceeded 
h 
Ny and 
USiness 
Pre 
I ir 
seers 
ntal 
c ililer- 
NY pro- 
by bad 
i€y ha 
h bus 
‘ d 
bee 
A a 
PL Weer 
anted a 
nt them 
‘ure, | 
w hy 
rth, ar 
ivileges 
nn¢ 
vi ° 
in them 





ISA iaw- 


gagemett 
n oft 


din these 


ereig 

or throug 
, . 
exelus 

h they ask 
lest 

r {rar 

y using oF 
mnentora 
id passe! 
Iphia have 
interfered 
its. There 
prations Of 





on conics 
rise Of TAK 
resumed to 
istent wil 
ts. Wheth 
ra mustane 
In ener 
ted and the 
itled to an 
or permit- 
or the pur 
he supple 


lie grants 
of gral {s 
corpo! 

e chat 
1 in favor 
can take 








its charter. (Pro- 
¢ Stoarbrid vs. Wheely, 2 Barn. 
#92. Beaty vs Lesset of Knowl: r, 4 Pet rs, 
Ags | » Bank vs. Billings, 4 Peters, 514; United 
, . Arredondo, 6 Peters, 738; Charles River 
a ve, Warr n Bridge, 11 Pet rs, 420; Rich- 
R. Co. vs. Louisa R. R. Co., 13 How., 
nrictors of Bridges vs. Hoboken Land Co., 
‘yacley, 81.) This shows that the companies 
din this bill have no authority to establish 
~ouzh business between New York and Phil- 
tins neither have they a right to permit 
ds to be used for that purpose. They 
ointly do what neither can lawfully do; 
he y effect by the agency of another what 
not do themselves. 
corporations asking for this legislation 
ures of New Jersey for limited and spe- 
ourposes, With reserved powers, are distinct 
1 .< each to do local business between defined 
ao This billin effect consolidates them into 
with additional powers of extension, divests 
‘ho State of her sovereign jurisdiction over them 
lig ber own limits and apon her own soil. It 
aimed under the Constituign, which gives 
wer to Congress to regulate commerce with 


arly given by 
ve Canal 


, 
—_ 


hey ca 


+) yations and among the several States and 
Jish post offices and postroads. Congress 
sno such power as is claimed in this case, but 


lor the power to regulate commerce among the 
eoveral States it has a right to pass general laws 
ble alike to all the States to regulate com- 
among them, but that is a very different 
wer from that of consolidating bodies corporate 
snecially by name, within a single State, with 
wer to extend branch roads everywhere in the 
Siate and do the business of common carriers. It 
was a well-settled principle of the common law 









that if one had a ferry by prescription and an- 
other erected another ferry so near it as to'draw 
away its custom It was a nuisance. The same 


applies to the exclusive privileges given 


intcompanies. The corporations applying 
is legislauion have gone beyond the powers 
which their charters give them. The friends of 

s bill say that these exclusive privileges and 

simposed upon the joint companies are in 
tion of the rightof Congress to regulate com- 
weree among the several States. 

l'o sustain myself upon this point I refer to a 
ease in the supreme court of New Jersey, be- 
tween the State of New Jersey and the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Railroad Company, 
leeided February term, 1864. The object of this 
suit was to test the validity of a claim for tax al- 
leged to be due from the defendants: 


Chis tenth section provides ‘ thatall corporations regu- 
g business in this State, and not be ing corporations 
State, shall be assessed and taxed for and in respect 


i¢ business so by them done and transacted in this State, 


wer following, that is to say: Every such company 
At py a Cransit duty ot Luree cents on every passenger 
woeents on every ton of goods, wares, and merchan 
therarticles carried or transported by or for such 
yonuany raitroad or canal in this State, for any dis- 
sceeding ten usiles, cxcept passengers aud treight 
traisported exclusively within the State.’ - - P 
‘| isted by the counsel of the defendants that it isin 
iotthe eighth seetion of the first article of the Con 
‘uiuton or the United States, which confers upon the Con- 
gress of the United States the power to regulate commerce 
With foreign nations and among the several States. Lt is 
ned that this power conferred on Congress has been 
Cjudged to be exelusive, and that any attempt on the part 
ha State to regulate commerce among the States, by inter 
ning with its freedom, or making hostile or burdensome 


mts 
compa 


lai 


vielato 


“THUMATLONS isan infringement ofthat power, and void.” | 


° * * * * * o * * * * 
* And it may be added, the local necessities of domestic 
fcourse, * where the subjects of such intercourse.’ (con- 
ues Judge Curtis,) ‘are in their nature national and re- 
Meng uniorue system of regulation, may justly be said to 
“quireexelusive legislation by Congress.’ 

“Where commerce is of this national character, there is 
Hconstitutional or legal power ina State to interrupt, im 
bede,orregulate it. Butwhenit has notsuch national but 

cal character, the States do many things to regulate it, 


a oe that more Or less effect commercial intercourse 

ny violation of the Constitution. Laws, for ex- 
—_ for the regulation of pilots and pilotage are not ques- 
oan ees Constitutionality. he regulation oi the 
reetiy cee me on turnpikes, railroads, aud terries, even di- 
tion of the ee States, are wholly within the jurisdic- 
etcised, and om and such power has been continually ex- 
£0 County nie case of the Chasen Frecholders of Hud- 


ba oe tie State, 4 Zabriskie R., 730, it was held 
a) ae Ourt Of errors that the exercise of such power was 
1hOWise rennon: : ‘ . ° 
: ise repugnant to the provisions of the Constitution. 
i ? id * * * * * * * * 
“ Does > on . : 
Oes the act in question attempt to interruptor to reg 


late ec n : 
mmerce; or to x sts 2 3 
OF imports ? ; Or to impose duties or Linposts on export: 


“lt does not exctade from the State any class ef per- 


S. 
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sons or of property, or of vessels, or other vehicles of trans 
portation; as did the act of New York, which granted to 
certain individuals the exclusive use of its Waters for navi 
gation by vessels propelled by fire orsteam, and which was 
declared to be unconstitutioual in Gibbous vs. Ogden, 9 
Wheat. R., 1.” 7 ° . . . e . 


**It imposes no impost, tax, tribute, or duty, direetly or 
indirectly, on passengers or goods, and is not within the 
principles of the Passenger cases, (7 Hlow., page 283,) nor 
does it impede the export of any article by requiring stamps 
upon bills of lading, or otherwise, and is not within the rul 
ing of Alney vs. The State of California, (24 How. R., 169.) 
It makes no discrimination between the property of citi 
zens Of this State or othe Nor are the 
or owners Of goods, or the goods themselves, in anys ise 
made subject to the tax or retarded by it. The tax is laid 
on the company without respect to the ownership of the 
goods or to the residence of the passengers. " " 
“Tt is a tax upon the company ‘for and in respect of the 
business by them done and transacted within the Stat 
computed by the tons of merchandise and number of pas 
sengers transported.”? " . . . e 


r States. 


passengers 


“The tax in question is neither more nor less than a tax 
on the income of the company trom its business in this 
State ; the easiest mode of ascertaining which is by the 
company’s annual statements of the number of passengers 
and of the tons of merchandise transported. 

** It imposes, itis true, this tax on a foreign corporation, 
and becanse it is foreign.” 7 ? 

“'The principle of the section of the actin question is 
not novel, nor its application without precedent. By the 
act of February 4, 1600, the Cainden and Amboy Railroad 
and Transportation Company were required to pay to the 
State at the rate of ten cents for cach passenger, and fifteen 
cents foreach ton ofimerchandise transported on their road.’ 


- * * . * * * * * * 


* * 


“Tr legislative construction of a measure is of any value, 
we surcly have itintheacts referred to. They are all based 
upon the principle that a State may tax individuals or com 
panies who exercise privileges within the State, and ar 
protected by its laws; and they emphatically declare that 
by so doing no article of the Constitution of the United 
States is violated. | amsatisfied thatthe 
the case is notin violation o 
of the United States, 


actin question in 
any clause of the Constitution 
or of this Stat 

The committee refer to the Wheeling bridge 
case asa precedent for this legislation. I willread 
so much of the act in question as bears on this 
case, (10 United States Statutes at Large, page 


112, an act making appropriations for the Post | 


Office Department,) in sections six and eight of 
which it is enacted: 


“That the bridges across the Ohio river at Wheeling, in 


the State of Virginia, and at Bridgeport, in the State of Ohio, 
abutting on Zane’s island,in said river, are hereby declared 


to be Jawfnl structures in their present position and eleva 
| 


tion, and shall so be h 
law or laws of the United States to the contrary notwith 
clared to be and ar 


standing; and that said bridges are d 
established post roads for lke passage of the mails of the Uni 
ted States.”’ 

They also refer to the case of Pennsylvania vs. 
The Wheeling and Belmont Bridge Company, ( 18 
Howard, United States Supreme Court he ports, 
page 421,) sustaining the said act of Congr 
which are no precedents for the exercise of the 
powers attempted by the bill under consideration, 
but are precedents a 

The Ohio river was a public highway of com- 
meree, Which under the Constitution of the United 
States had been regulated by Congres 


rainst it. 


s,as will 
appear by the Journal of Congress, volume four, 
pages 637 and 638, and by the Ordinance of 1787, 
article four, and by the act of Congress admitting 
Kentucky. (Acts of Congress for enrolling and 
licensing ships or vessels to be employed 
coasting trade and for regulating the same; | 
United States Statutes at Large, page 305. Actof 
Congress authorizing duties to be paid at ports on 
the Ohio; 4 Statutes at Large, page 480. 
vs. Biddle, 8 Wheaton, 1.) 

The navigation of the riverasa common high- 
way of commerce having been established by 
reculation of Congress and compact between the 
States, it could not be lawfully obstructed by any 
State authority; and before the building of the 
bridge at Wheeling Congress had fully exercised 
the constitutional power to regulate commerce on 
the Ohio river, and by its own action prohibited 
the erection of the bridge at Wheeling so as to 
interfere with commerce. At the second session 
of the Twenty-Fourth Congress application was 
made for leave to build a bridge across the Ohio 
at Wheeling, and opposed on account of its tn- 
jury to navigation, and on that ground it was de- 
feated. 

In 1847 the Legislature of Virginia, who owned 
the whole river to the banks on the Ohio side, 
granted acharter to the Wheeling and Belmont 
Bridge Company to construct a bridge across the 
Ohio river at Wheeling, and while the company 
were in the act of building it the State of Penn 
aylvania filed a bill in the Supreme Court of the 
United States against them, and prayed an injunc- 


in the 


Green 


d and taken to be, anything in any | 


L239 


t the erection of the bridge and for gen- 
eral relief, alleging that the bridge would so ob- 
struct the navigation of the river as to eut off and 
direct trade and business from the nublie works of 
Pennsylvania, impair aud diminish the tolls and 
revenue ol the State, and render its improveanents 
useless; and the court held that no State law could 
hinder the free use of a license granted under an 
act of Congress, and decided that the bridge must 
be raised to a certain height within a desienated 
time or be abated. 

In the summer of 1854 the bridge was blown 
down by a violent storm, and the company were 
preparing to rebuild it according to the original 
plan. 

In 1854 the State of Pennsylvania in vacation 
moved for an injunction to prevent the rebuilding 
of the bridge over and across the eastern channel, 
between Zane’s island and the main Virginia shore, 
at a less elevation than was prescribed by the 
former decree of the court, which was granted. 

In the mean time, between the first decree and 
the granting of the second injunction, in 1852, the 
actof Congress referred to by the committee was 
passed, declaring the bridge across the Ohio at 
Wheeling, in the State of Virginia, and at Bridge- 
port, in the State of Ohio, abutting on Zane’s 
island, lawful structures, anything in any law or 
laws of the United States to the contrary notwith- 
standing, and that the officers and crews of ves- 
sels should regulate the rise of the vessels and the 
pipes or chimneys so as not to interfere with said 
bridge. 

Congress being the power that made the Ohio 
river a public highway for commerce had an un- 
doubted right to so far repeal its former legisia 
tion as made the bridge a nuisance, declaring ita 
lawful structure. ‘The same power that gave had 
arightto abridge or take away, because in Con- 
gress was confided the exclusive legislation in re- 
lation to commerce upon the Ohio river. ‘This 
act of Congress did not override the law of Vir- 
ginia, but upheld and sustained it. ‘This was a 
lawful bridge by the laws of Virginia; but be- 
cause it Interfered with the free navigation of the 
Ohio, which navigation had been guarantied by 
Congress, 1b Was necessary, i order to make it a 
legal structure againstall the world, that Congress 
should repeal a part of its legislation, and henes 
the actin question was obtained. The difference 
between that case and the bill under considera- 
tion is this, that while that only ratified and eon- 
firmed what was alawful structure by State legis 
lation, this attempts to make a through route legal 
which has been deelared by the courts of New 
Jersey to be illegal. Instead of sustaining the law 
of a State it overrides and destroys them, and says 
that the people of New Jersey shall not be per- 
mitted to declare what railroads they will have in 
their own State to do through business from New 
York to Philadelphia, and notonly authorizes the 
roads to carry the mails, troops, and munitions of 
war of the United States, but to transport goods, 


> 


tion again 


wares, and merchandise of all descriptions, and 
passengers, between the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia and tutermediate places 

The act of Congress was to establish a post 
route for the purpose of transporting the mailsof 
the United States. It is declared a lawful struc- 
ture across the Olio river by act of Congress, be- 
cause it had been decided to be a nuisance on 
account of the previous levislation of Congress. 
They did not undertake to authorize the company 
to do business as common carriers, for freight and 
passengers, but stmply, in the exercise of sover- 
eign power, to establish a post route, Virginia 
had already in 1847, by an actof the Legislature, 
authorized the W heeling and Belmont BridgeCom 
pany to construct this bridge across the Ohio river 

The court decided that this bridge was an un 
lawful structure against the commerce of the 
country. Why? Because Congress had declared 
the Olio river to be a public highway for the put 
pose of commerce among the several States; and 
because this bridge interfered with that act of 
Congress, it was necessary to get thisact of Con- 
gress to repeal so much of its former legislation 
which made that bridge a nuisance, and thereby 
make ita lawful structure. It was simply this, 
and nothing more, that Congress had the rightto 
repeal its own laws. Ithad supreme jurisdiction 
over the Ohio river in re gard to commerce, and it 
had passed a law which made this bridge a nui- 
sance, and it had a right to repeal so much of 
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that law made ita nuisance, the re poe al of which 
would make it a lawful structure. The anau- 
thorized obstruction of a public navigable river is 
an offense at common law, and may be punished 
inacriminal proceeding by indictment. (4 Black- 
stone’s Com., 167.) 

Is there any better settled principle of law to 
be found in the law books of our own or any 
other country than that Congress, or any other 
legislative body, has a right to repeal so much 


of its legislation as it 


sees hte 

The case of the State of Pennsylvania vs. The 
Wheeling and Belmont Bridge Company shows 
that Congress has no constitutional authority to 
pass such a bill as this, because this legislation is 
not within the meaning or letter of the power 
riven to Congress to regulate commerce among 
the several States. | will read from the opimon 


"ol ' 
{ the court 


ol in thatcase,in 18 Howard, page 432: 

A class of cases that bave frequently occurred in the 
State courts contain principles analogous to those involved 
in the present case he purely internal streams of a State 
which are wiguble belong to the riparian owners to the 
thread of the stream, and as such they have a right to use 
the waters and bed beneath for their own private emolu 
ment, subject Only to the public right of nayigation. They 
may ustruct wharves or dams or canals for the purpose 
of subjecting the stream to the various uses to which it may 
be applied subject to this public easement. But if these 
structures materially interfere with the public right, the ob- 


struction may be removed or abated as a public nuisance. 
** ly respect to those purely internal streams of a State, 
the public right of navigation is exclusively under the con 


tro) and regulation of the State Legislature; and in cases | 


where these erections or obstructions to the navigation are 
constructed under the law of the State, or sanctic: ed by 
legislative authority, they are neither a public nuisance sub 
ject to at ment nor is the individual who may have sus 
tained special damage trom their interference with the pub- 
lic use entitled to any remedy for bis loss. So far as the 
public u fthe stream is concerned, the Legislature having 
the power to control and regulate it, the statute authorizing 
the structure, though it may be a real impediment to the 
navigation, makes it lawtul.”? 


! also refer 
dell, 113; 17 T. 
Cowan, 165. 

The Twenty-Fourth Congress refused to au- 
thorize the construction of this bridge upon the 


R., 195; 20 T. 


ground that it would interfere with the free navi- | 


Olio river. The cases to which I 
have referred show point-blank that no such bill 
as this is constitutional, because it is not within 
the mean 
commerce among the several States. Itis simply 
an interference with the rights of a loyal State; a 
State which has poured out her blood and treas- 


ure in defense of the 


gation of the 


been loyal and furnished more men and money, 
according to population, than any other State. 
After they were refused this act of Congress, 
after the Legislature of Virginia chartered this 
Ohio river at Wheeling, and 
ion of the courts was against it, in order 
to avoid that decision, in 1552 they came to Con- 
gress to get the action of Congress to leralize it. 
For what purpose? Not to interfere with the 
laws of Virginia, but to repeal so much of the law 
of Congress as had by its action over this com- 
mercial highway forbidden any obstruction upon 
it, and had declared the bridge a nuisance. Sup- 
pose a railroad were chartered in this city to run 
by hor ‘ power, could they, in violation of the 
charter, run by steam? No more could they do 
that than can these corporations of New Jersey 
override their own acts of incorporation which 
gave them an existence, and which made them 
comply with certain designated points and cer- 
tain designated purposes. If Congresscan exer- 


bridve across the 
the deci 


cise the power claimed in this bill, they can char- | 


ter horse railroads in Broadway, New York, or 
turnpike : 
horse railroads of Newark, New Jersey, to run 
by steam, in violation of their charters. 

‘Now, this very opinion the committee brought 
here to sustain this unprecedented legislation is 


against them: 


‘The bridge had been constructed under an act of the | 


Legislature of the State of Virginia; and it was admitted that 
act conferred tull authority upon the defendants for the 
erection, subject only to the power of Congress in the reg 
ulation of commerce. It was claimed, however, that Con 

gress had acted upon the subjectand had regulated the nav 

ization of the Ohio river, and had thereby secured to the 
public, by virtue of its authority, the free and unobstructed 
use of the same; and that the erection of the bridge, so far 
as it interfered with the enjoyment of this usc, was incon- 
sistent with and in violation of the acts of Congress, and 
destructive of the rightderived under them ; and that, to the 
extent of this interference with the tree in of the 
river, the act of the Legisiatureof Virginiaafiorded no au 
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to 5 Wendell, 448, 449; 15 Wen- | 
R., 90, 101; 5 


of the power granted to regulate | 





Union; a State which has | 





roads in the States, or authorize the | 


thority or justification. {t was in conflict with the acts of 
Congress, which were the paramount law. 
‘This being the view of the case taken bya majority of 


the court, they found no difficulty in arriving at the con 


| clusion that the obstruction of the navigation of the river 
by the bridge was a violation of the right secured to the 


public by the Constitution and laws of Congress, nor in 


| applying the appropriate remedy in behalf of the plaintiff. 
The ground and principles upon which the court proceeded | 
| will be found reported in 13 Howard, 518. 


‘ Since, however, the rendition of this decree, the acts 


of Congress, already referred to, have been passed, by which 


the bridge is made a post road for the passage of the mails 


| of the United States, and the defendants are authorized to 


have and maintain it at its present site and elevation, and 
requiring all persons navigating the river to regulate such 
navigation so as not to interfere with it. 

** So far, therefore, as this bridge created an obstruction to 


the free navigation of the river, in view of the previousacts | 
of Congress, they are to be regarded as modified by this | 


subsequent legislation ; and, although it still may be an ob- 
struction in fact, is notso in the contemplation of law. We 
have already said, and the principle is undoubted, that the 


| act of the Legislature of Virginia conferred full authority 
to erect and maintain the bridge, subject to the exercise of | 


the power of Congress to regulate the navigation of the 
river. That body having in the exercise of this power reg- 
ulated the navigation consistent with its preservation and 
continuation, the authority to maintain it would seem to 
be complete.’’—18 Iloward, United States Supreme Court 
Reports, p. 430. 


L say, gentlemen, that the charter of New Jersey 
to the Camden and Amboy Railroad and Trans- 


| portation Company, even if their exclusive priv- 
| ileges impeded the commerce of the State, cannot 
| be interfered with by the Congress of the United 


States. 

Congress cannot have the power to control the 
railroads of thirty-four States,and when the Le- 
cvislature of a State refuses to charter a railroad to 
gviveita charterhere. It would takethree fourths 
of the time of this House to legislate upon these 
charters. The wery statement of the principle is 
contrary to the assumption of any such power on 
the part of the Congress of the United States. 
This bridge was declared a lawful structure be- 
cause the Ohio river is a highway of commerce, 
and therefore Congress had to declare the bridge 
a lawful structure. What for? For the transmis- 
sion of the mails. I do not deny that Congress 
has a right to make all the railroads of the coun- 
try post routes by one general law sweeping over 
all the States, but not in regard to any one particu- 
lar State alone. Congress has already declared all 
the railroads of the country post routes and a 
part of the military establishment of the United 
otates, 

The committee also refer to an act of Congress 
establishing certain post roads,in which it is en- 
acted that the bridge partly constructed across 
the Ohio river, at Steubenville, in the State of 
Ohio, abutting on the Virginia shore of said 
river, is hereby declared to be a lawful structure. 
That the said bridge and Holliday’s Cove rail- 
road are hereby declared a public highway and 
established a post road for the purpose of the 
transmission of the mails of the United States, 
and that the Steubenville and Indiana Railroad 
Company, chartered by the Legislature of the 
State of Ohio, and the Holliday’s Cove Railroad 
Company, chartered by the State of Virginia, or 
either of them, are authorized to complete, main- 
tain, and operate said road and bridge when com- 
pleted, anything in the law or laws of the above- 
named States to the contrary notwithstanding. 
(12 United States Statutes at Large, 569, 570.) 

This is not a parallel case, and no precedent for 
the proposed legislation. 

On the 24th of February, 1848, the Legislature 
of Ohio chartered the Steubenville and Indiana 
Railroad Company, to construct a road from Steu- 
benville to the Indiana State line. 

On the 12th of May, 1849, the Legislature of 
Ohio authorized the company, with the consent of 
the Legislature of Virginia, to construct a bridge 
at Steubenville across the Ohio river so as to con- 
nect the road with a road leading eastward from 
that place, so as not to interfere with navigation. 
(Volume 46, Laws of Ohio, page 256.) 

In 1860, the Legislature of Virginia chartered 


| the Holliday’s Cove Railroad Company, to con- 


structa railroad from the Pennsylvania line to 


| Steubenville, Ohio, with power to erect a railroad 


bridge across the Ohio river, 

In 1861 the State of Virginia seceded from the 
Union. In November, 1861, the convention which 
formed the constitution of West Virginia held its 
session at Wheeling; and on the 3 st of Decem- 


| ber, 1862, the State was admitted into the Union 
| by act of Congress. 


GLOBE. | 





| fully chartered by the State of Ohio and | 
| when the act in question was passed, and th, 


passed . 
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| to the call of her country upon all occasix 


| sult and injury™to her institutions while s} 














March 29 
— — “y 
The act making the bridge at Steubenyit.. 
lawfal structure and making a Post ruad of 

Holliday’s Cove road was passed by as 
on the 14th of July, 1862, a year Or more af. 
Virginia had seceded. ~ Oller 


The Steubenville and Indiana railroad w 


c 
r ; 


ae! 
8S lay. 


} 
’ 


iday’s Cove railroad was lawfully chataete 
Ithe State of Virginia and partly built befor. a 
act in question. Virginia had ‘seceded and “ 
out of the Union when the act of Congress was 
I hope the members of this House w 
late the laws of New Jersey and place her o 
footing with disloyal Virginia because Caines 
saw fit since this war, and after Virginia had 7 
ceded, to declare a road chartered by Virein. 
when she was loyal and in the Union a post ar 
New Jersey is in the Union, true to every sledos 
of our fathers, heroic with the fame and gallantry 
of her soldiers in this war, always following ip 
the path of liberty, and with alacrity responding 


; ns, 
Do not violate the laws of my State and add in. 


ill not vip. 


a in, i? ie ig 
struggling to uphold the Government that ought 


to protect her. 

‘his last act of Congress gave no power to an 
individual corporation to transgress upon the laws 
of a State, and did not attempt to make a corpor. 
tion legal which by the courts had been declared 
to be illegal. But for the purpose of establishing 
a general commercial system throughout the Upj. 


_ ted States, and for the purpose of transporting the 


mails across this bridge, its construction wag sus. 
tained. 
It was necessary for Congress to declare the 


| bridge a lawful structure, because previous acts 


of Congress and the United States court had de. 
clared the Ohio river to be a public highway of 
commerce and that no bridge ought to be erected 
ever it. The Constitution vests Congress with 
the power to regulate commerce among the sey- 


| eral States; but Congress did not declare, in that 


case, the railroad to be a lawful structure. This 
bill proposes to declare the railroads lawful struc- 


| tures, anything in the laws of the State of New 


Jersey to the contrary notwithstanding. 
What was the object of that bill? It was abill 
to establish post roads, and it gave authority to 
these two railroad companies, one lawfully char- 
tered by the Legislature of Ohio and the other 
lawfully chartered by the Legislature of Virginia, 
to builda bridge across the Ohio river, But Con- 
gress did not claim the power to declare the rail 
roads lawful structures, because the provision of 
the Constitution only authorizes Congress to reg- 


| ulate commerce among the several States. Con- 


gress only undertook to declare the bridge a 
lawful structure, which they had a right todo, be- 
cause it interfered with the previous legislation of 
Congress in making the Ohio river a highway 
for the purposes of the commercial intercourse ol 
the nation. (Committee’s report, page 2; volume 
12, United States Statutes at Large, 569, 570.) 
It was necessary to declare that the bridge 
should bea lawful strutture, because It was across 


| the Ohio, which, by act of Congress, had been 


made a public highway of commerce, and the 
bridge, on that account, would have been illegal 
without Congress repealed a part of its former 
legislation, by declaring the bridge a lawful struc: 
ture, but it does not declare the Holliday ’s Cove 
railroad a lawful structure, but made it a public 


| highway and post road for the transmission of 


the mails of the United States, and authorized the 
Steubenville and Indiana Railroad Company, and 
the Holliday’s Cove Railroad Company, ‘0 cot 
plete, maintain, and operate said road and bridge 
when completed, for the purpose of the transmis 
sion of the mails of the United States; and all other 
business done is by the State laws. It merely 
authorizes the Steubenville and Indiana Railrone 
Company, who by theircharter were aut hore ’ 
construct a bridge at Steubenville, across the C - 
river, with the consent of Virginia, so as to connee 
their road with the road in Virginia, and the Hol- 
liday’s Cove Railroad Company, which, by then 
charter from Virginia, had a right to erect the rr 
road and a bridge across the Ohio at the same — 
to complete and operate the roads and bridges . 

the purpose of carrying the mails, and in no way 


interferes with the rights of the two companies, 


‘| asl 
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rs64. 


he laws of the States, and neither State could 
or em " ich an act of Congress, being purely one 


-poses, and there is nothing in the act 


mail pur 





preven 


ie olling the companies to do any particular 
CO business, and only attempts to legislate 
wie ag authorized by the organic law of the 
.s far as bn . ; ’ 
+ ‘ted States. The bridges and the Holliday’s 
: ye railroad were lawfully authorized by the 
«of Virginia, and this act of Congress merely 
ee the bridges lawful structures as to the navi- 
ee of the river, which for all other purposes 
ere lawful by the laws of Virginia and Ohio. 


They were not declared post routes for the pur- 
«of carrying passengers and freight between 
~ alace and another in violation of the chartered 
ehts of any other railroad. 


yr 


"Task you if there is any precedent for the pas- 
gaze of such a bill as this? On the contrary, the 
- -wedents cited by the committee show that pre- 


] 


zislation has been simply to regulate com- 


ix 





vious le 


merce al E . = 
the commercial intercourse of one State. 
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This vill is in violation of the fifth article of 
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roads and equipments, and in every way facili- 


ege | 
tated military operations without regard to cost | 


or sacrifice, and having struggled through the 
periods of experiment should now have the fruits 
of their labor given to other corporations who did 


| nothing to establish this great State railroad and 


canal communication withouteven compensation? | 


All the railroads in New Jersey are subject to 
the right of eminent domain, and the Legislature 
can grant rights to other corporations, interfering 
with the exclusive privileges of the joint compa- 
nies, upon making them justcompensation. If 
the public necessities require it, the exclusive fran- 
chises as well as all the property of the joint com- 
panies may be taken by the State for public use, 
upon making just compensation. (West River 

Sridge Co. vs. Dix, 6 How., 529. Richmond R. 


R.Co.vs. Louisa R. R. Co., 13 How., 83. Enfield 


\| Toll Bridge Co. vs. Hartford and New Haven R.R. 


yong the States, and not to interfere with | 


| Co., 17 Conn., 40. 


| 


the Amendments to the Constitution of the United | 


Siates, which declares that private property shall 
not be taken for public use without just compen- 


gation. 7 
That part of the franchise granted by the State 


to the joint companies, that they shall have the | 


exclusive right to carry through passengers and | 


merchandise between the two cities, is as much 

e private property of the jointcompanies as are 

the road and its equipments; and this bill pro- 

poses to take away that right, by granting the 

privilege to other corporations, without any com- 
sation Whatever. 

‘ Can it be pretended that Congress has a con- 


stitutional right to pass a kaw that has the effect | 


and operation to annul the judgment of our State 
court,already rendered, or the rights determined 
therevy in favor of the joint companies, without 
even any compensation? ‘The assumption of such 
a power is without precedent, and,as a precedent 
for the future, is of dangerous example. 

lt impairs and invalidates the obligation of the 
contract upon the part of the State with the joint 
ompanies, and, if passed, may deprive the State 
of over one hundred and eighty thousand dollars 
a year in taxes and dividends, which are paid to 
her by the joint companies for these exclusive 
privileges, unless they are permitted to enjoy 
them. 


The exclusive rights given to the Camden and 





Amboy Railroad Company are no regulation of | 


commerce, because the mere refusing to granta 
charter for another railroad across the State be- 
tween the two cities would be just as much a 
reg lation of commerce as these exclusive privi- 
“uz. 
Parties cannot constructa railroad or turnpike 
inany State without authority of the Legislature 
of the State. Each State charters as many com- 
panics for such purposes as it pleases. Its neg- 
lect or refusal to charter others has never been 
deemed a regulation of commerce. It has al- 
ways been considered-a part of the domestic pre- 
rogatives of a State to regulate its own road sys- 
tem,and Congress has never yet interfered in 
8 matter. When Congress in 1806 author- 
rd the great national road from Cumberland to 
Wheeling, it was upon condition that the States 


thr 





pan 


Will Congress authorize acreature of New Jer- 


ey 


ti’ authorize the property of the joint companies 


r} , > . a 
igh which it went should give their consent, | 


y 'egislation to override the laws of the State, | 


lo he tak : * } 
‘0 be taken, regardless of their rights and the | 


honor of the State, and arouse State jealousies in 
ese times when every power of the States ought 
Se exerted to put down this rebellion, and in- 
flict a deadly blow upon the institutions of a State 
Whose people are paying larger bounties and mak- 
"§ more herculean efforts to save the nation than 
‘iy State in the Union according to population, 
rm wring from the Camden and Amboy Railroad 
setat their vested rights; a company that 
tied eats while New York city was con- 
a a riots, gave in one donation $30,000 to 
a Ho pmtege to put down the rebellion, and 
Sacks are making extraordinary expenditures 
fenoat racks, equipments, and preparation of 
in a route toaccommodate the transporta- 
waa a connected with the great move- 
u the e war, and have during this war placed 

© disposal of the Government their entire 


| 





Boston and Lowell R. R. Co. 
vs. Salem and Lowell R. R.Co.,2Gray,1.) Why 
then do not these companies apply to the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey ? That is the sovereign power 
to grant these privileges asked of us. 

The case I refer to in the supreme court of New 
Jersey shows that the cases of Gibbons vs. Ogden, 
9 Wheaton, and the New York and Massachu- 
setts Passenger cases, do not conflict with the ex- 
clusive privileges of the joint companies. 

There is no necessity for this legislation, and 
the precedents referred to by the committee show 
it, which I will now read: 

‘© The second instance in which Congress exercised the 
power is to be found in an act to establish certain post 
routes, and to discontinue others, (5 United States Statutes 
at Large, page 271,) where, 
that each and every railroad within the limits of the United 
States which now is, or hereafter may be, made and com- 
pleted, shall be a post route, and the Postmaster General] shall 
cause the mail to be transported thereon, 

“The third instance is in an act to establish certain post 
roads, approved March 3, 1853, (United States Statutes at 
Large,) where the same legislation is reaffirmed; and it is 
again enacted in section three of said act, ‘ thatall railroads 
which now, or hereafter may be, in operation, be and the 
same are hereby, declared to be post roads.’ ”? 

* * * * . * * * . * 

“The fifth congressional precedent is to be found in vol- 
une twelve, United States Statutes at Large, page 334. In 
an act to authorize the President of the United States in cer- 
tain cases 10 take possession of railroad and telegraph lines, 
and for other purposes, approved January 31, 1863, it is 
enacted that ‘the President of the United States, whenin 
his judgment the public safety may require it, be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to take possession of any or all the 
railroad lines of the United States, so that they shall be 
considered post roads, and part of the military establishinent 
of the United States.’ ” 

They show that the General Government has 
enough power, having the right to take all the 
railroad and telegraphic lines in the United States 
of America and make them military roads forthe 
transportation of mails and munitions of war. I 
ask any reasonable man whether the chartered 


| rights of the Camden and Amboy Railroad and 


Transportation Company to its exclusive business 
between New York and Philadelphia are not pri- 


| vate property as much as its railroad stock is? 


[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. ROGERS. I hope the House will grant 
me ten minutes longer. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. ROGERS. I say that the present exclu- 


in section two, it is provided | 








sive privileges of these joint companies are their | 


property. That was the inducement that made 
them undertake in the first place to invest their 
capital in these works, and Congress has no right 
to deprive them of these chartered rights, espe- 
cially withoutitmakes them compensation. Why 
should the companies of these sand roads, run- 
ning twenty-three or twenty-four miles out of the 
way along the sand-banks of the Atlantic ocean, 
be permitted to take away from these other com- 
panies this private property of theirs without any 
compensation? If the Legislature of New Jersey 
makes me a grant of property, has the Congress 
of the United States a right to take that property 
away from me without making me a just com- 
pensation for it? 


I appeal to the magnanimity and judgment of | 


mankind, to the well-settled construction of the 
Constitution, to the principles of justice, whether 
it would not be a libel on the organic law of the 
land, upon the good order of society, and upon 
the legislation of the country, to take away these 
exclusive privileges and put them in the hands of 


and see New Jersey overridden in thfs manner, not 
for the purpose of benefiting the General Govern- 
ment, but for the purpose of putting money into the 
pockets of afew speculators in England and Wall 
Street, 

There is not as much necessity for this road 
through New Jersey as there is for the air line 


| from Washington to New York, which has been 
| refused, because there is only one road from here 


| tive. 


| toreach Washington on time.’’ . 
| double track has been completed from Jersey City to a 
| point three miles short of the southern terminus of the New 


|| to Baltimore and one from there to Philadelphia, 
|| while there are two lines from ewrenee oan to 
| New York, besides the Delaware and 


Raritan 
canal line: 

1. The Camden and Amboy line, by way of 
Amboy and Camden. 

2. The New Jersey railroad and Camden and 
Amboy branch line, by way of New Brunswick 
and Trenton. 

3. The Delaware and Raritan canal line, which 
is run by steam propellers carrying four hundred 
tons burden. They make the trip in less than 
twenty-four hours, and come through to Balti- 
more or Washington, and for the transportation 
of cavalry and many kinds of stores are prefer- 
able to railroad cars. 

There is also the Central railroad line running 
through the State, by way of Easton and Har- 
risburg. 

[ appeal to the members of this House in the 
name of the patriotism and love of country shown 
by the citizens of my native State, her great ex- 
ertions in the cause of her country, her adherence 
to the law, her devotion to the determination to 
break down this rebellion, her revolutionary 
glory, her sons who left their wives and families, 
their homes and fathers, to battle under the old 
flag, whose bravery and discipline have whitened 
the pages of our history, the honor and interest 
of the State, the chartered rights of her citizens, 
and her immense outpouring of blood upon the 
battle-fields of Antietam and Gettysburg, to not 
override her laws and set her courts at defiance. 

This same bill was before the Senate of the 
United States and tabled, and these gentlemen now 
come here with it. The Postmaster General in 
his report to the Senate, in pursuance of a reso- 
lution of that body, says there is no necessity for 
any new lines between here and New York, and 
shows that there is less necessity to establish new 
routes in New Jersey than from here to Philadel- 
phia. I read from his report on pages 2, 4, 5, 6, 
and 7: 

‘The usual speed of through mai} trains should be thirty 
miles an hour, but to attain that speed and preserve it with 
regularity, the train should not consist of more than six cars, 
including the mail and baggage, attached to one locomo 
This appears to be the average size of the through 
trains when they leave New York, but at Philadelphia they 
are sometimes increased to an extent entirely dispropor- 
tionate to the capacity of the engine, and consequently fail 

* . * 


“A 


Jersey railroad, near New Brunswick, and is now in course 
of construction, and will soon be completed the whole 
length ot thatroad. The next road is the Camden and Am- 
boy branch, extending to Trenton. Four miles of this road 


| hasa double track; it then makes a curve by which it ap 


proaches the Delaware and Raritan canal, on the banks of 
which itruns to Trenton. An entirely new road has been 


|} made, some twenty miles in length, for the purpose of 


straightening this curve, and it is now used by the down 
trains. ‘This new line is mostly graded and ballasted fora 
double track, and will soon be completed; butas the new and 
the old lines are both used, it is now equivalent toa double 
track trom the Hudson to the Delaware. The next road is 


the Philadelphia and ‘Trenton railroad, on which part of a 


| business. 


foreign capitalists who did nothing to make New || 
Jersey the great inter-State railroad communica- | 


tion of the United States? I cannot stand here 


second track is laid; and it would have been entirely com- 
pleted but for the difficulty in getting the requisite Inbor and 
materials.’ ° . " ™ ** It thus appears that 
the chief dithieulty in the way of an expeditious and cer 
tain mail service between the two cities—the want of a 
double trackk—will soon be removed.” = * ° e ° 

** But instead of removing this inconvenience by attempt- 
ing now to build a new road, the efforts of the managers of 
the existing roads to improve the service would be greatly 
hindered, nor are the inconveniences to which we have 
been subjected such as that it can be said to be necessary 
to have an additional road.”’ 


The committee report that the chancellor de- 
creed that the companies named in this bill should 
pay to the Camden and Amboy Railroad Cora- 
pany all sums collected by the former for through 
business, including the amount received for the 
transportation of troops, which is not so, and 
could not be so, as the joint companies could only 
recover to the extent of the profits of that through 
I refer the House to the chancellor’s 
opinion, on page 31, which reads as follows: 

‘ft will be referred to a master to take an account of all 


| the through passengers and freight which lave been car - 
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Ned over the rofd since the opening of the route; and also 
swhichthe complainants bave sustained trereby. 


2. 


ll darriage 


In taking the account the roaster will inelude all the sol 
diers, horses, baggage, and munitions of war that have been 
transported, distinguishing this part of the account from 


ordinary business, 

No -proot has been offered in support of the allegation 
ofthe answer that they were carried over the roads ot the 
defendants by orders of the Seerctary of War or by orders 
of the General Government. Should it appear before the 


inateter that any such orders were made he will report the 


evidence thereon, and the disposition of that part of the 
care will be reserved till the coming in of the report.’ 
The committee report that from September i, 
1862, to June 1, 1863, there were transported 
from New York to Philadelphia, over the peti- 
tioners’ roads, 17,428 men, 649 horses, and 
806,245 pounds of freight, under the order of the 
Government. That business was obtained by 
their paying to the officers or persons who had 
the control of that business twenty-five cents a 
head for each man, in order to get the business 
I assert that thisis a fact, and 
ifany one dare deny it, itcan be proved by affi- 
davit. ‘These companies presented an account to 
the Philadelphia and Baltimore Railroad Company 
for half of this bribery, which the latter company 
refused to allow, because they had arrangements 
with the Camden and Amboy lines to do their 
through business; and at the same time the joint 
companies were ready to do that business, and 
were in waiting for it, The joint companies have 
always been ready and able to do more business 
for the Government than they have ever been re- 
quired to do, I refer the House, for proof of my 
ussertions, to the affidavits of Edwin A. Stevens, 
Ira Bliss, John Simpson, James Herring, George 
B. Raymond, William Hl. Gaizmer, R. S. Van 
Rensselaer, and Walter Freeman, Esquires. 


over their roads, 


New Jerse > to wil: 

Edwin A. Stevens, of Hoboken, being duly sworn ac- 
cording to law, on his oath deposeth and saith that he is 
and tas been for several years past the President of the 
Camden and Amboy Railroad and Transportation Com 
pany; that tho meaus of Communication possessed by said 
compauy between Philadelphia aud New York are as fol 
low 

Ferry-boats from Philadetphia to Camden, railroad from 
Cainden to Ainboy, steamboats trom Amboy to New York. 

Ratiroad trom Philadelphia (Kensington station) to Tren 
ton, thence to New Brunswick, uniting there with the New 
Jersey Railroad and ‘Transporation Company, whose rail 
road extends to Jersey City, from thence the communica- 
thon is by forry-boats to New York. 

Railroad from Camden through New Jersey to Trenton, 
thence to New DBruuswick, and as iu the last-mentioned 
line to New York. 

And said company, with the Delaware and Raritan Canal 
Company, (the aflairs of both being managed by a joint 
beard,) bas also the Delaware aud Raritan canal, extend- 
ing trom Now Brunswick to Bordentown, accessible by 
vessels of large tonnage at New Brunswick, fromthe Raritan 
river, Which empties into Raritan bay, and accessible at 
Bordentown trom the Delaware river, and navigable by 
steam propellers of four hundred tous burden, which can 
and dv make the passage trom New York to Philadelphia 
in twenty-four hours; that immediately upon the breaking 
out of the rebellion in the moath of April, l°61, deponent 
in his official capacity as president of said company 
tendered to the Government the use of all said means of 
comutnication cxelusively, so long as the emergency or 
necessity therelor should continue, and also tendered the 
use of a stanch and suitable steamboat of said company, 
tobe sent around to Perryville, and to Keep up a communi- 
cation between that place and Annapolis, although said 
places were entirely beyond the lines under the control of 
said company. 

‘That from the said firsttender until the present time, said 
company bas made the utmost exertion to forward the na- 
tional troops, and that no troops have been delayed in their 
transportation over said lines of communication of said 
company, by any want of tacilities or diligence of the offi 
cers or agents of said company; that orders have from time 
to time been given aud continued in foree by deponent’s 
directions, that every facility should be given by the officers 
and agents of said company tor such transportation, and 
that the transportation of troops should take the precedence 
of all the other busiuess; that said company has the appli- 
ances and facilities to carry more trowps than have ever 
been carried, 

That the said company has kept unemployed and in read- 
iness for Government cmployment at all times a steamboat 
at New York, and when not employed by Government she 
is kept as a spare boat. 





E. A. STEVENS. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, at Hoboken, this Ist 
day of February, 1864. 
J. HARVEY LYONS, 
Master in Chancery, New Jersey. 





New York, to wit: 

Tra Bliss, being duly sworn according to law,on his oath 
deposeth and saith that he is the general agent of the Cam- 
den and Amboy Raitroad and Transportation Company at 
the city of New York, and has been such for many years ; 
that the requisitions for the forwarding of troops between 
New York and Philadelphia on said railroad have been gen- 
erally drawn upon deponent as such agent, and he has been 
cognizant from time to time of their wausportation ; that no 
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troops forwarded on said company’s road have ever been 
delayed a day by want of preparation of said company, or 
the want of facilities, boats and rolling stock, or neglect of 
the officers or agents of said company; that more troops 
could and would have been carricd over said railroad of 
said company on any day than were offered; that depo- 
neut’s orders, aud the orders be has given to his subordin- 
ates, have been at all times to earry troops in preference to 
doing other business, and such orders have been carried 
out; that the boats of said conmmpany have repeatedly waited 
for troops who were expected, but did not go on said com- 
pany’s road, as they were taken on the Delaware and Rar- 
itan Bay railroad, and that on other occasions the boats of 
said company bave been delayed for as much as twenty- 
four hours waiting for regiments who did not come aceord- 
ing tO the requisitions made on the company, and that the 
offices of (he company have been Kept open and their ein- 
ployés at werk on such days for the purpose of receiving 
and meeting requisitions which were expected ; that for the 
last two years, at least, the said company have kept in re- 
serve, for the accommodation of troops only, a large and 
convenient passenger boat, and said boat has always been 
kept in readiness, sometines steam being keptup fora week 
ata time; that said company have not ouly transported 
troops from their termini and depots, but have repeatedly 
sent their boats to Riker’s and David’s Islands, in the East 
river, and Staten Island, and taken therefrom and carried 


BE. 


thereto and over their railroads said troops, between New | 


York and Philadelphia, without extra charge for the extra 
service. IRA BLISS. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, at New York city, this 
Ist day of February, A. D. 1864. 

JEROME BUCK, 
Notary Public City of New York. 
New York, to wit: 

John Simpson, being duly sworn according to law, on 
his oath deposeth and saith that be is, and has been for 
many years past, (say about fifleen years,) the captain of 
the steamboats of the Camden and Amboy Railroad Com- 
pany which ply between New York and Amboy; that de- 
ponent has been diligent since the commencement of the 
rebellion to keep informed of the passage of troops between 
New York and Philadclphia; that the said company have 
always been prepared to take all troops which came for 
transportation, and have always been able to take more 
than came; thatthe officers ofsaid company have instructed 
deponent to give the transportation of troops the preference 
over all other business, and said orders have been obeyed ; 


that deponent-recoliects the times when troops have gone to | 


Philadelphia by the Delaware and Raritan Bay railroad, and 
that at such times the Camden and Amboy Railroad Com- 
pany were prepared to carry such troops, and their boats 
Were repeatedly kept hours waiting for troops; that the ca- 
pacity of the appliances, boats, and rolling stock of said com- 
pany is far greater than necessary to carry all the soldiers 
that have passed between New York and Philadelphia, 
whether on said Delaware and Raritan Bay railroad or on 
said Camden and Amboy railroad, or on both. 
JOUN SIMPSON, 


Sworn and subscribed before me, at the city of New York, 
this lst day of February, A. D. 1864. 
JOUN HEGEMAN, 
Commissioner of Deeds. 


New York. to wit: 

James Herring, being duly sworn according to law, on 
his oath deposeth that he has for the last three years and 
long before been pot of the steamboats of the Camden and 
Amboy Railroad and Transportation Company which ply 
between Amboy and New York; thatsince the commenee- 
ment of the rebellion deponent has watched the move- 
ment of troops between New York and Philadelphia; that 
he recolleets distinetly the times when troops went from 
New York to Philadelphia by the Delaware and Raritan 
Bay railroad, and at such times the officers and agents of 
the Camdenand Amboy Railroad Company expected to take 
such troops, and were prepared to do so, and that the boats 
of said company were kept waiting for hours and until it 
was definitely ascertained that the said troops had gone by 
the Delaware and Raritan Bay railroad. 

JAMES HERRING. 


Sworn and subseribed before me, at the city of New York, 
this Ist day February, A. D. 1864. 
JOHN HEGEMAN, 
Commissioner of Deeds. 


New York, to wit: 


George B. Raymond, being duly sworn according to law, 
on his oath deposeth aud saith thathe is, and has been since 
the month of January, A. D. 1863, the transportation agent 
of the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company in the city 
of New York ; that he has had the particular charge of the 
transportation of troops between New York and Philadel- 
phia; that no troops have ever been delayed a day in such 

ransportation by want of rolling stock of said company or 
of the attention and diligence of the officers and agents of 
said company; that from the time deponent undertook the 


duty of agent as aforesaid he, until the fall of 1863, was in 


the habit daily of sending to the quartermaster’s office in 
New York and inquiring what wasdesired to be done in be- 
halrof the Government inthe way of forwarding troops that 
could be performed by said company; that deponent’s in- 
structions were to give the preference to Government trans- 
portation overall other business, and such instructions were 
communicated to said quartermaster ; that said company 
could have transported inany more troops than were offered 
to them to transport, and boats and rolling stock have been 
kept constantly in readiness and prepared to obey any sud- 
den requisition of the Government; that deponentrecollects 
the transportation of troops over the Raritan and Delaware 
Bay railroad, (he thinks in March, A. D. 1863,) and that 
at the times truops were so transported ongaid Raritan and 
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Delaware Bay railroad the boats of . 


; the said Ca : 
Ainboy raijroad were waiting and prepared nny 
a 


them in said boats to Amboy, on the said Came, pes 
boy railroad, to Philadelphia, and could have fraae \m- 
the same troops in addition to any that we bet 
Camden and Ainboy Company. 


GEORGE B. RAYMONp 


Sworn and subscribed before me, at the city ofNow v 
this 2d day of February, A. D. 1364. yotNew York, 
J. H. WASHBURN, Notary Pus 


Hand 
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City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to wit : 


William H. Gatzmer, being duly sworn ace 
on his oath deposeth and saith that he is the 
at Philadelphia of the Camden and Amb. 
Transportation Company; that deponent’s duty as o.. 
agent requires him to be informed of the ext nt of ion . 
portation over the railroads of said company, and 1) — 
has given attention particularly tothe capacity of said » re 
rvads to carry troops between New York and Philag ; 


ording to lay 
general Agr nt 
'y Railroad ang 


7 . . pia, 
and has observed the extent to which such Capacity ha 

i 
been taxed; that there have been transported Over said 


railroads between New York and Philadelphia 
six thousand troops in a day; that the said company have 
and have had during the rebellion sufficient rolling stock 
and agents and employés to de vastly more of the tran: 
portation of troops than they have ever Been required 1 
perform ; that no troops have ever been delayed aday int 
transportation between New York and Philad Iphia over 
said roads ; that deponent recollects the times when tro ns 
were carried over the Raritan and Delaware Bay railyoa 
and in almost every instance, if not in every instance. , 
boats of said Camden and Amboy Company were pre par i 
to carry the same troops, and the officers and ALENtS Of said 
Camden and Amboy Company expected to take the sane 
troops, and that the said Camden and Amboy Railroad Coq. 
pany could then have carried the same troops, 
WILLIAM H. GATZMER. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, at Philadelphia, this 
Qd day of February, A. D. 1864. 
Witness my hand and official seal. 
JONN Il. FINK, 
Notary Public, No. 223 Dock street, 


a8 many ag 


Pennsylvania, to wit: 
Robert S. Van Rensselaer, of Bordentown, in the Stare 
of New Jersey, being duly sworn according to jaw, on | 


| oath deposes and saith, that he is the superintendent oft 


Camden and Amboy Railroad and Transportation Co 
pany: that from the beginning of the rebellion the instr 
tions received by deponent and given to his subordinates 
have been that the transportation of Government troopsover 
the railroads of said company should liave the preference of 
all other business, and such instructions have been earri 
out; that above six thousand troops have been carried ina 
day, at times, between New York and Philadelphia, over 
the railroads of said company ; that deponentrecollectson 
occasion on which, besides the regular trains which were 
uninterruptedly run, there were eighteen extra trains m 
on one day between New York and Philadelphia, nine each 
way, all of which carried nothing but troops and their bag 
gage; number of regiments was nine or ten; that trov 
have never been delayed a day on the said railroads of « 
company by want of rolling stock or of the attention ord 
igence of the officers or agents of said company, but that 
the company’s boats and cars have frequently been kept 
waiting for hours for the arrival of troops after the hours 
at which the company had been required to be and were 
ready to transport such troops; thatthe said company could 
at any time during the rebellion have carried and can now 
carry many more troops than have ever offered; that depo 
neut recollects the times when troops were carried between 
New York and Philadelphia over the Raritan and Delaware 
Bay railroad ; that at such times the Camden and Ainboy 
Company were prepared to carry the same troops, and ex- 
pected to carry the same, and could and would bave car 
ried the same more expeditiously than they were carried 
over said Raritan and Delaware Bay railroad. 

R. S. VAN RENSSELALR. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, at Philadelphia, this 
2d day of February, A. D. 1864. 
Jos. T. FORD, 
Notary Public, Philadelphia. 


Pennsylvania, City of Philadelphia, to wit: 
Walter Freeman, being duly sworn, on his oath deposet! 
and saith, that he is now and hath been for several years 
past in the employ of the Camden and Amboy Raiirowt 
Company as transportation agent; that the said company 
have always carried on their railroads between New Fees 
and Philadelphia all troops that have ever been brougit © 
be transported, and could have carried double the nu os 
of troops without at all interfering with the regular (russ 
that no troops have ever been delayed a day in their an 
portation between New York and Philadelphia; that po- 
nent’s instructions have been, from the beginning of U 
rebellion, to give to the transportation ot Govern mu y 
and supplies the preference over all other business; © 
deponent recoHects the times when troops were ‘ - 
over the Raritan and Delaware Bay railroad, and at ties 
times the said Camden and Amboy Railroad Comp any es 
soliciting the transportation thereof, and desirous © oon 
it; that their boats were in waiting and ready to carryt 
troops, and the employés expected the troops we 
by the said Camden and Aimboy route ; that at such 
the Camden and Amboy railroad could have earrie’ 


uld come 


times 


{ the 


el ah aw eer eeiel 
same troops, and hhve done all the business they were doing 


railmoads o 
1 the judg 
Allon 


without interruption; that the capacity of the 
said Camden and Amboy Company has never, 
mentof deponent, been at all taxed in the transport 
troops in addition to their regular business. : 

mt WALTER FREEMAN, -45% Tvs. 
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’ ' he 
nd su ypacrit aa 
ye oe ,. D. 1864. Witness my hand and official 
JOHN I. PINK, 
Notary Public, No. 223 Dock street, city. 
= id that the war is nearly over, The | 
os the Government hereafter cannot be | 
‘tas they have been heretofore. What, 
P the necessity for this union of roads? 
Government does not ask for it. ‘There has 
phe UO 


no petition presented here by anybody ex- 
war’ these persons. It is not asked for by the 
Gove a ntnor by the State of New Jersey. 
[he persons named in the affidavits swear that | 
the j int companies have done all of the business 
to them, and that they were ready and will- 
-» to do all that the Government wanted, and 
that they are ready to transport fifty thousand 
a yps in oneday from Philadelphia to New York. 
The y gave the road up to the Government ail 
jrove away the State business when the rebellion 
broke out, and flooded this city with troops that 
eave it from Jeff. Davis and his cohorts that were 
thundering at ts gales. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
shoir Secretary, notified the House that the Sen- 
sto disagree to the amendment of this House to 
+» fourth amendment of the Senate to the bill of 
the House (No. 34) making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending June 30, 1865; ask acommittee of confer- 
ence with the House on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon; and have appointed Mr. 
Hows, Mr. Harris, and Mr, Wiiiey the com- 
mittee of conference on the part of the Senate. 


off re d 


Also, that the Senate have passed a bill (H. R. | 
No, 341) to carry into effect the convention with | 
Ecuador for the mutual adjustment of claims, with | 
an amendment, in which the concurrence of the | 
House was requested, 


FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE. } 
Mr. ALLEY. [rise to a question of privilege. 
to submit a report from a commitfee of 
conference. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the Honse bill (No. 
209) entided “An act for carrying the mails from the United 
Sites to foreign ports, and for other purposes,’ having met, 
aller full and free conference have agreed to recommend and 

commend to the respective Houses as follows, to wit: 
the House reeede from its disagreeing votes to the 
amendments numbers onc, two, tour, five, and six, 
ce to Uie same, 
itthe House also recede fromm its disagreeing vote tothe 
rd Senate amendment, and agree to the same with the 
following amendinent, to wit: strike outthe word “ either’? 
rithe word ** both ;?? to which amendment the Sen- 
a nt and concur. 

That the House recede from its disagreeing vote to the 
Senate’s seventh amendment, and agree to the same as 
amended so as to read as follows, to wit: 


| desire 














Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
Geueral be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered 
to suspend the Operation of so much of the cighth section | 


of the act 


fthe Slst of August, 1852, as authorizes the 
ice of letters otherwise than in the mails on any 
Such mail routes as in his opinion the public interest may 


require 


\nd the Senate consent and agree to such amendment | 
and adopt the same. 


conveyar 


J. COLLAMER, 

JOUN CONNESS, 

C. Kk. BUCKALEW, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


JOUN B. ALLEY, 1 


JOHN V.L. PRUYN, 
‘ Cc, COLE, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. ALLEY. Upon the first s*tx amendments 
here was no disagreement, as they were verbal 
‘meadments, with a single exception, and that | 
¥as comparatively unimportant. 


To the seventh amendment of the Senate the || 


i use disagreed, and that was an addition to the | 


ise i * . 
7 Ie ” by the Senate of a section which | 
‘ui read: 


donne he it further enacted, That so much of the 
ites the Rey of the act of 3ist August, 1852, as author- | 
be, and ao peare of letters otherwise than in the mails 
letters « same js hereby, repeated, execpt only as to 
ontaining money or accompanying packages, and 
to. . 
This additiona 
80 fa 


relating there 


section repeals the law of 1852 | 
dete the conveyance of letters 
al nae than in the mails. By the law of 1845, 
Voom. ttter Was prohibited from being carried 
.-. Post routes by any one out of the mails. In | 
‘hat law was amended so as to provide that 
Sand other mail matter might be carried by | 


1852 


teller 





paid and the envelopes in 





which the matter was carried were stamped. The 
Senate proposed by this udditional section to re- 
peal that law. In case of the repeal of that law, 
we should fall back upon the law of 1845. That 


law was regarded as working a hardship, at the 
time of the enactment of the law of 1852, upon 
the business interests of the country, and the 
reasons alleged by the Senate for its repeal were, 
that upon the Pacific coast, in many instances, 
great abuses had been practiced. 

The conference committee agreed upon an 
amendment to that provision of the Senate, and 
to it the unanimous assent of the committee of 
both Houses was given. As proposed to be amend- 
ed it will read as follows: 

ind he it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to suspend 
the operation of so much of the eighth section of the actot 
the 3lst of August, 1852, as authorizes the conveyance of 
letters otherwise than in the 
as in his opinion the public interest may require. 

That leaves the mater entirely in the discretion 
of the Postmaster General, and he may adopt the 
remedy so far as it may seem necessary to pro- 
mote the interest of the public service. To this 
provision,with the modification indicated, the con- 
ference committee could see no objection, They 
therefore agreed to report to their respective 
Houses a recommendation that the amendment 
with this additional provision be adopted. 

Now, if no additional information is required, 
I will move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the report was agreed to. 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. FENTON. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
whether a committee of conference has been re- 
quested by the Senate upon the Military Academy 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. FENTON. I move that the request of the 
Senate be grafted, and that a committee of con- 
ference be appointed upon the part of the House. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

The SPEAKER subsequently appointed as 
such committee Mr. Fenron, Mr. Biow, and 


Mr. J. R. Morais. 


GOVERNMENTS FOR REBELLIOUS STATES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, I 


now call up my motion, made some time since, 
to reconsider the motion by which the bill of the 
House (H. R. No. 244) guarantying to certain 
States whose governments have been usurped or 
overthrown arepublican form of government was 
referred to the select committee on the rebellious 
States. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
make a suggestion. lL understand that this bill 
was referred to the select committee and Is now 
before it, and that it will be in order for them to 
report it at any time when the committee is called. 
The suggestion | wish to make is this: that if 
this measure is brought before the House by the 


motion to reconsider, it will block up all the other || 
committees for the time during whieh it is being || 


discussed in the House, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Whether it will 
block them up or not will depend upon the ac- 
tion of the House. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the mouon to reconsider, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does the gentleman intend 
to ask action on the bill now? — 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask considera- 
tion of the bill, but not immediate action. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered; and under the operation 


thereof the motion to reconsider was agreed to: 

The question recurred upon recommitting the 
bill to the select committee on the rebelliousStates; 
and being put, it was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, then addressed the 
House. (His speech will be published in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. BEAMAN. Mr. Speaker, the principal 
features of the proposed legislation now under 
consideration were before the House nearly two 
years ago, in the form of a bill reported by Mr. 
Asuey, chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
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| tories, to establish provisional governments for 
the districts of 


country in rebellion against the 


United States. That bill was laid on the table 
ten Niece ’ 
without discussion; but soon thereafter, in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the stat tthe U n, I 
| attempted to show that its provisions were in ac- 


cordance with the Constitution and suitable to the 
distracted condition of the country. 


sumed 
the ground that the so-called seceded States had 
ceased to exist under the Constitution: that their 
constitutional governments had be« 
| that if de facto governments had supervened—be- 
ing in opposition to and in defiance of the Fed- 
| eral Constitution, and in a state of actual war 
against the Union—they were illegal and void; 

that to deny this and maintain their existence as 

legitimate, organized States is an admission of the 


n abrogat ds 


| doctrine of secession; because, having repudiated 
| the Federal authority and formed a hostile con- 
| federacy and waged war against the United States, 
and having no governments that can be recognized 
| under the Constitution, if such States or govern- 
| ments have a legal existencé, they must be re- 
| garded as foreign Powers. But I denied the doc- 
| trine of secession, and insisted that thoughaState, 
| or the people and constituted authorities thereof, 
| may commit treason and forfeit their franchises 
a; 


ro kk 


2 ite organ- 
ization, still they cannot lawfully cast off their 
| alleriance to the Federal authority, and that when 

a State becomes vacated by tri ason, her territo! y 


| and people still remaining within the limits of the 


a 


| United States and under the jurisdiction of the 


|| Federal Constitution, it is the right and the im- 


| perative duty of the national authority to provide 
| a government for the people and secure the resto- 
| ration of domestic tranquillity. That bill, though 
| somewhat different in its details, was in principle 
similar to the one now under consideration. Its 
| competency rested upon the same basis, and the 
remarks I offered in reference thereto would be 
| equally applicable in the present discussion; but 
I shall not here repeat them. 
During the last two years we have made prog- 
| ress. There has been much di@ussion touching 
the condition of the seceded States, and a very 


|| radical change hus transpired as well in the public 


mind as in the policy of the Government. Fora 
long time after the commencement of the war 


|| there seemed to be great apprehension on the part 


| 


| of all branches of the Government that something 

might be done or omitted that would operate as 

an admission that the rebel States have in law 

seceded. For some time we seems d to be con- 

founded by the anomalous state of affairs, and the 

confusion of ideas everywhere prevalent. A very 
| respectable class of our people, in point of num- 
| bers, denied that a rebellious State can be lawfully 
| coerced into submission; others, admitting the 
sovereignty of the nation and demandmg an en- 
forcement of the supremacy of the laws, were 

nevertheless fearful of the adoption of unconsti- 

tutional means. Wedid not,in the earlier st 

of the rebellion, seem to comprehend precisely 

the status of the seceded districts. Wesaw State 
| after State renounce allegiance to the Union and 
enter into a hostile confederacy. We saw that 
whatever of government remained tn those States 
was antagonistic and inimical; still we spoke of 
them as States of the Union. We did not read- 
ily apply the familiar principle that en illegal 
yovernment is a void government, and that a 
void government is nogovernment. It 1s not in- 
tended by this that where a State government be- 
comes void in law by reason of treason, there is 
necessarily no body-politic, ne de facto organiza- 
tion: but im such case the State has no lee: 
istence under the Constitution. We 
point of fact, that the great mass of the rebels had 
taken an oath of allegiance to a hostile confeder- 
acy, and were represented in a rebel congress. 
We felt at liberty to shoot them down, and sent 
half a million men to the field for that purpose. 
We knew if they had any laws, any constitu- 
tions, they had carried them into the rebel camp; 
but nevertheless -we continued to talk about the 
rights of the States, the requirements of the local 
laws, and the inviolability of domestic institu- 
tions. We did not clearly distinguish between 
abandonment or abrogation and legal secession. 
We did not believe that a State can lawfully 6e- 
cede, and therefore we somehow got the impres- 
sion that South Carolina, though waging war 
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against the Union, was a legal subsisting State 
organization under the Constitution of the United 
States, and entitled to recognition and respect. 
Hence we did not immediately discover that the 
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destruction of local government had prepared the | 


way for the substitution of Federal authority. 

Acting under such delusions, our generals in 
the field published orders and proclamations pre- 
venting as well the release as the escape of slaves. 
Colored men were property by the laws of Vir- 
ginia, and therefore you must not let them shoot 
their masters. In some instances avowed rebels 
proceeded to our ge and demanded and re- 
ceived the surrender of slaves, claiming them as 
property, secured alike by their own State laws 
and the supreme laws of the land. Belligerent 
rights were adopted with caution, lest the inde- 

vendence ofthe rebels should thereby be conceded, 

ev. rywhere extreme prudence was observed, and 
everywhere defunct laws of defunct States were 
attempted to be galvanized into life. Even in this 
Hall, fora long time during the last Congress, 
we exhibited the farce of calling South Carolina 
and her sister conspirators for bills and resolu- 
tions, In July, 1862, the President—with his 
habitual caution and prudence, and in consonance, 
it is believed, with a very extensive public senti- 
ment,in a solemn document in relation to the con- 
fiscation act laid before both Houses of Congress 
—<declared that it was ‘ startling to say that Con- 
gress can free aslave within a State;’’ and yet, on 
the Ist day of January following, he issued a 
proclamation that will render his name as famous 
and imperishable as thatof Washington, in which 
he declared freedom to nearly all the slaves in the 
seceded districts. 

But I repeat, we have made progress. We 
have after much delay determined to confiscate 
the property of rebels. We nolonger drive back 
the fugitive from oppression to miserable bond- 
age. ‘We no longer force him against his will to 
prosecute acts of treason and rebellion, but we 
invite him to partake of the blessings of freedom; 
we give him a musket, and rank him among the 
defenders of the country. We have determined 
to prosecute the war in accordance with the laws 
of nations, disregarding the pretended constitu- 
tional claims of rebelsinarms. Still, sir, there is 
some difference of opinion in the country In re- 
gard to the proper mode of treating those States 
and in respect to the power of Congress over 
them. Even in this Hall we occasionally hear a 
feeble echo of non-coercion sentiment; but the 
voice of the people is for war and complete sub- 
Jugation. 

Perhaps among the friends of the Administra- 
tien there is not entire unanimity on all points of 
minor consideration; but L believe they generally 
agree that the Government has authority to su- 
perintend, regulate, and control the manner of the 
restoration of the seceded States to the Union, and 
to impose such conditions as the public safety 
may require, I regard the difference of opinion 


on this side of the House as one rather of terms | 


than of ideas, of theory rather than of practice. 
Whether, as it seems to me, the State is out of 
existence, or as is alleged by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Davis,] the State survives, but 
the government is abrogated and the constitution 
is “absolutely dead,’’ (which | think is substan- 
tially the same proposition,) *‘and incapable of 
revival except by a revolutionary process ;’’ or as 


is affirmed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


|Mr. Srevens,] the seceded States are foreign 
Powers, is not perhaps material to the present 
discussion. The important inquiry is not what 
technical words will most aptly define the anom- 
alous condition of the seceded districts, but the 
pertinent, practical questions are, What can we 
do with them? How far can the national Govern- 


ment exercise jurisdiction within its own territo- | 


rial limits? ‘To what extent may it intervene to 
»rrotectits own loyal citizens in the midst of rebels? 
Vhat are its powers as an agent in the reéstab- 
lishment of lawful State governments, and to what 
extent may it provide for security in the future? 
Each of the theories to Which I have referred 
asserts all the power necessary to warrant the 
passage of the bill in question, as well as all the 
authority that I have ever deemed requisite for a 
safe reconstruction of the Government. Nor do 





of the others would produce any practical differ- | 


ence in results. If the State be abrogated we may 


understood by the term secession. 

who are entitled to the credit of introducing this 

word into our political language, claim that it is 
' 


OBE. 








permit a new creation with such restrictions as in the seceded districts 
If the State sur- || under the Federal Constitution. 


we may be pleased to direct. 
vives, but her constitution and government have 
been destroyed, we may allow a reorganization 
under such conditions and with such limitations 
as we see proper to impose. If the State has be- 
come a foreign Power, then, as aconquered prov- 
ince, we may treat her as a part of the national 
domain; oom in either case we may provide for 
her people suitable government and for such length 
of time as she shall be unable to resume her place 
in the Union. Indeed, we are solemnly bound 
| by the organic law to ‘* guaranty to every State 
in this Union a republican form of government.”’ 
| But how? What is the construction of this pro- 
| vision, and what is the extent of the obligation? 
| It is clear that it does not bind the Union in any 
| case to maintain a State government. Such an 
S for reasons that | shall state hereafter, 


would be as absurd as it would be impossible of 
performance. 

This clause in the Constitution, by misconstruc- 
tion, as it seems to me, has led the minds of gen- 
tlemen into the strangest and wildest mystifica- 
tion. They argue that as a necessary consequence 
of its existence, both in law and in fact, a State 
once organized and admitted into the Union will 
ever remain a legitimate, organized State; and 
therefore, assuming this as a postulate, it is al- 
leged that a State cannot secede. The truth or 
falsity of this corollary depends upon what is 

The rebels, 


the right of a State at any time, at her election, 
to withdraw peaceably from the Union. This, 
in popular language, we call the doctrine of se- 
cession; a doctrine, I need hardly add, to which 
no loyal American will subscribe. Taking this 
as the true definition of secession we say that no 
State can secede, that is, legally withdraw from 
the Union without the consent of the other mem- 
bers. Whether there may be secession in fact is 
a question of physical power. Should the rebels 
prevail and establish their independence, such a 
result would not vindicate the doctrine of seces- 
sion, but it would be the establishment of seces- 
sion in fact. Would it not, in that event, be 
ridiculous to affirm that because, by the Constitu- 
tion, there is to every State guarantied a repub- 
lican form of government, therefore those estab- 
lished independent States were still States of the 
Union? 

For the same reason, it is said that no State can 
commit suicide; but ne sane man believes that a 
policy of life assurance will secure immortality to 
the assured. So it may be said that no man can 
commit murder, because, in all ages, it has been 
a crime against law; and the Constitution of the 
United States expressly declares that no man shall 
**be deprived of life, liberty, or property without 
due process of law.’’ Yet Cain slew his brother. 
Gibbets, as punitive instruments, may be seen 
throughout the country; and within the last three 

ears the rebels have murdered a quarter of a mil- 
a of our fellow-citizens. 

Now it seems to me that the principles appli- 
cable to the questions of secession, State suicide, 
the abrogation of State constitutions and State 
governments, are simple and easily illustrated. 
No State can, without consent, legally withdraw 
from the Union; therefore there can A no legal 
secession. No State can release her territory and 
people from the claimsand injunctions of the Fed- 
eral Constitution until she shall have established 
her independence by force of arms; so in that 

| sense no State is out of the Union. When a 
| State, by the consent and active participation of 
| her officers and people, has repudiated and fore- 
| sworn the Federal authority and joined an antag- 
onistic confederacy, she is no longer a State in 
the Union; but her territory and people, until she 
shall have established her enfranchisement, will 
remain within the jurisdiction of the United States 
and amenable to federal authority. If she suc- 
ceeds, whatever may be the guarantees of the or- 
ganic law, her whole territory is out of the Union. 
By the action of the people and the State author- 
ives in making war upon the United States and 
forming a foreign alliance, the State, or the gov- 


| 


/ernment, if you like the term better, is out of 
I perecive that the adoption of either inexclusion || 


existence. Certainly you do not recognize the 
rebel authorities, and there is no other in those 
States; so it follows that there is no government 
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that can be recogn} 


As here use 
ere used, | re. 
gard the terms State and government as synony 


mous, because I cannot conceive of a State. ;, f 
sense used, as applicable to our political a ~ 
without some kind of governmental eepention 

Now, I repeat that the Constitution diee oo 
guaranty that every State shall maintain a na 
government. It does not agree that every Sia 
shall be properly otficered; that she shall be pop. 
resented in Congress, and retain her constitution 
her laws, and herorganization. It doesnot a 
that the machinery of government shal! be ae 
in operation. There is no power in the General 
Government to electa Governor of a State. Nei. 
ther the President nor Congress, vor both com. 
bined, can elect a Federal Senator or Represent. 
ative, a member of a State Legislature, or eve 
a town constable. There is no power to preven, 
a State from amending, changing, or abolish; 
her constitution, and should she abrogate jt by ; 
vote of her people, there is no power in the Gen. 
eral Government to make another for her. State 
governments, State constitutions, and State elec. 
tions spring from the will of the people. If the 
people will not have them they cannotexist; yoq 
may guaranty and protect the people agsingt 
monarchy; but you cannot be assured, and there. 
fore you cannot undertake, that they will keep in 
operation those functions of government without 
which there can be no State. 

What then is the true construction of this clause 
of the Constitution? The meaning seems to me 
obvious. The Federal Government has pledged 
its faith that no State of the Union shall be forced 
or even permitted to have a monarchical govern. 
ment, and that it will render all needful aid to en. 
able the people to sustain one republican in form; 
but if they will not have it you cannot exercise 
the functions of State government for them. Such 
is the present condition of the rebellious districts, 
They had State governments under the Constitu- 
tion and within the Union, but they tore them 
into pieces and cast away the fragments. The 
would not have them; they would not be pro- 
tected. But amid the traitors, surrounded by the 
ruins of those fallen governments, are true patriots 
and loyal men. They are citizens of our com- 
mon country, and entitled to all the benefits guar- 
antied by the Federal Constitution. They had 
not votes and arms sufficient to resist the traitors, 
You have strength to crush out rebellion, but 
you cannot vote nor elect officers for them. But 
be can give them temporary government, repub- 
ican in form, such as is now enjoyed by hundreds 
of thousands of American citizens without the 
limits of State organizations; and adopt prompt 
and efficient measures for an early restoration to 
their former rights and privileges. Such, | un- 
derstand, is the purpose of the bill. aan 

I shall not now inquire whether this bill is in 
all respects the best that can be devised. On ques- 
tions so grave and so new it is not to beexpected 
that different minds will arrive at precisely the 
same conclusions, especially in matters of detall 
But it appears to me that it provides substantially 
for the exigencies of the case. It asserts very 
distinctly that the governments of the seceded 
States have been overthrown. It declares the 
right, where local laws have become extinct, [0 
substitute Federal authority. It provides for the 
appointment of a provisional ‘ governor, who 
shall be charged with the civil administration of 
such State until a State government therein shall 
be recognized.” It provides, **so soon as the 
military resistance to the United States shall have 
been suppressed in any such State and the peo 
ple thereof shall have sufficiently returned to thelt 
obedience to the Constitution and laws of the 
United States,” and one tenth of the white male 
citizens shall have taken an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, for the -_ 
ofa ‘*convention charged to declare the will o 
the people of the State relative to the reéstablish- 
ment of a State government.’’ It excludes from 
the electors of delegates, as also from the dele- 
gates to such convention, every ‘* person who has 
held or exercised any office, chil or military, 
State or confederate, under the rebel ee 
or who has voluntarily berne arms against te 
United States.” It provides ‘that all — 
held to involuntary servitude or labor int 
State’’ shall be ‘emancipated and discharge 
therefrom.’’ It provides also that there shall be 
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narated into the constitution of the State | 


ncor 
. . following { rovisions: 
~ No person who has held or exercised any office, civil 
ee "State or confederate, under the usurping power, 


for or be a member of the Legislature, or Gov- 


e military. 


: ote 
eb you 


errno. 
Inv 
dom of all persons 1s 


Jjuntary servitude is forever prohibited, and the 
: guarantied in said State.”? 
7 From the very commencement of civil war, to 
smen, as well as to the masses of the peo- 
ale, the question of reconstruction has been a 
source of great embarrassment. While in some 
quarters theories and plans were suggested at an 
carly day, in others it was insisted that the ques- 
ion should be postponed until after the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion and the restoration of order. 
It is difficult, however, to understand how the 
latter proposition can be carried into effect, how 
seven million people can be reduced to order with- 
out some kind of civil government. But for some 
months past we have been admonished by the 
course of events that delay cannot, with safety, 
be much longer tolerated. In Arkansas, Louisi- 
ana, and Tennessee the loyal men are demanding 
protection and deliverance from anarchy, mis- 
rule, and tyranny. Their voice has been heard 
at the Executive Mansion, and responded to in a 
roclamation accompanying the last annual mes- 
sage. This is the first distinctact of any branch | 
of the Government looking toa solution of the 
dificulty. Without stopping, sir, to inquire to 
what extent this power ts conferred upon the ex- 
ecutive department, I hail the proclamation with 
gladness as a step in the right direction. It isa 
peacon-light by which we may be led out of the 
labyrinth in which we have been groping. The 
President has performed his part; it remains to 
ystodo ours. What he has thus happily initi- 
ated we must fashion and complete. He could 
dono more. He is the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and Navy. He can declare martial 
law and repress rebellion, but he has no power 
to institute civil government. He may impose 
conditions, grant pardons, and proclaim an am- 
nesty, but he cannot admit new States. This 
bill, or something akin to it, comesin requisition 
as aliandmaid te the proclamation, in order to 
render it safeand efficient. Nor is there any con- 


atale 





flict or incongruity between thetwo. The proc- 
lamation asserts that ‘*the loyal State govern- 
ments of several States have for a Jong time been 
subverted,’’? Itassumes the right to require oaths 
and to prescribe terms as conditions precedent to 
the reéstablishment of a State government that 
“shall be recognized as the true government of 
the State.’’ 

The bill goes somewhat further, but the princi- 
ple upon which the authority is assumed is the 
same ineach. If you have power to intervene in 
the local affairs of the seceded districts, itis upon 
the assumption that the State or at least the local 
government is overthrown, Certainly you could 
not require test Oaths, nor dictate as to the class 
of persons who should control the government of 
Michigan or any other loyal State. If you can 
impose one condition you may insist upon others. 
The proclamation suggests it, ‘‘ as not improper, 
that in constructing a loyal State government in 
uy State, the name of the State, the boundary, 
the subdivisions, the constitution, and the general 
code of laws, as before the rebellion, be maintained, 
subject only to the modifications made necessary 
vy the conditions”’ therein ** stated, and such oth- 
ers, if any, not contravening said conditions, and 
vhich may be deemed expedient by those framing 
he new State government.” 


Now, it is manifest that if the President has | 


power to direct the organization of a ‘* new State 
severnment’’ with ** modifications” he may di- 
Peet and require just such and just so many mod- 
fications, not inconsistent with the Federal Con- 


Suiution, as shall seem to him expedient. If he 


may require modifications that shall guaranty the 
is of freedmen, he may also insist upon such 
ih meee in the constitution and laws as will abol- 
a institution of slavery and exclude traitors | 
po " elective franchise. Conceding, then, the 
- Parneg: of the proclamation, it is clear that | 
iterence between that instrumentand the bill | 
oath etariae outof the question of constitutional | 
which i? but that it consists in the extent to | 
Xere if Acknowledged power is proposed to be | 
freised. It is a difference in degree and not of 
Principle, 


Should there be any doubt of the correctness of 





my constraction of the proclamation, in so far as 


| it relates to the condition of the seceded States and 
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the power of the Federal Governmentas an agent 
in reconstruction, it would be removed, I think, 
by reference to the proclamation of General Banks, 
issued at New Orleans, January 11, 1864, in par- 
suance,as he says, ‘‘ of nuthority vested’? in him 
‘* by the President of the United States,”’ inviting 
the loyal citizens to cast their votes for the elec- 
tion of State officers, This proelamation declares 
that certain officers therein named “ shall, when 
elected, for the time being and until others are 
appointed by competent authority, constitute the 
civil government of the State under the constitu- 
tion and laws of Louisiana,exceptso much of the 
said constitution and laws as recognize, regulate, 
or relate to slavery, which being incompatible 
with the present condition of public affairs, and 
plainly inapplicable to any class of persons now | 
existing within its limits, must be suspended, and | 
they are therefore and hereby declared to be in- | 
operative and void.”’ 
The proclamation also asserts the authority to 

call a convention for the revision of the constitu- 


tion, to declare the basis of representation, the | 


number of the delegates, and the details ofelection, 
in the following language: 

“TV. In order that the organic law of the State may be 
made to conform to the will of the people and harmonize 
with the spirit of the age, as well as to maintain and pre- 
sérve the ancient landmarks of civil and religious liberty, 
an election of delegates to a convention for the revision of 
the constitution will be held on the first Monday of April, 
1864. The basis of representation, the number of delegates, 
and the details of election will be announced in subsequent | 
orders.’ 

It is hardly possible to assert a more complete 
and total abrogation of the constitution and laws 
of Louisiana, or to claim a more absolute and un- 
divided authority and control over the local affairs 
of that disorganized portion of our country. 

I have said that | approve of the President’s | 
proclamation as a step in the right direction. I 
do not complain that it goes no further; but with 
profound respect I submit that the aid of con- | 
gressional action may be found convenient, per- 
haps absolutely necessary, to render it entirely 


adequate to a safe reconstruction of the govern- | 





ment. 

*¢ New States,’”’ says the Constitution, “ may 
be admitted by the Congress into this Union.” 
Now, if the restoration of Florida would not be 
the admission of a new State, it would at least, in 
the language of the President’s proclamation, be 
the recognition of a ‘new State government.” 
It would be giving an influence and participation 
in the administration of the governmental affairs 
of this country to a State government that now 
has no existence. It is ooeens analogous to 
the admission of a new State, and I need hardly 


subject for the deliberation of Congress. 


aid from legislation. ‘That document grants ‘a 
full pardon”’ to certain persons ‘‘ upon the con- 


tain said oath inviolate,’’ and directs that said 
** oath be registered for permanent preservation.’’ 
I read from the proclamation: 


, do solemnly swear, in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, that f will henceforth faithfully support, pro- 
tect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and 
the Union of the States thereunder; and that I will, inlike 
manner, abide by and faithfully supportallacts of Congress 
passed during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, 
so long and so far as notrepealed, modified, or held Void by 
Congress, or by decision of the Supreme Court; and that 
I will, In like manner, abide by and faithfully support ali 
proclamations of the President made during the existing 
rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and so far as 
not modified or declared void by decision of the Supreme 
Court. So help me God.”’ 





It also contains a proposition for the reéstab- 


read: 


“ And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known, 
that whenever, in any of the States of Arkansas, Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Géorgia, Flor- 
ida, South Carolina, and North Carolina, anumber of per- 
sous, not jess than one tenth in number of the votes castin 
such State at the presidential election of the year of our 
Lord 1860, each having taken the oath aforesaid and not hav- 
ingsince violated it, aud being a qualified voter by the elec- 


tion law of the State existing immediately before the so- | 


amplify the argument to show that it is a proper 


I will now, for a moment, call your attention | 
to the proclamation with the view to consider | 
whether, independent of the suggestions just | 
made, the object to be attained would not be fa- || 
cilitated and more certainly secured by concurrent | 


dition that every such person shall take and sub- | 
scribe an oath, and thenceforward keep and main- | 


lishment of State governments which I will also | 
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called act of secession, and excluding all others, shall re- 


| establish a State government which shall be republican, 


| women upon the loathsome auction-block. 





and in nowise contravening said oath, such shall be recog 

nized as the true government of the State, and the State 
shall receive thereunder the benefits of the constitutional 
provision which declares that ‘ the United States shall guar- 
anty to every State in this Uniona republican form ot gov 

ernment, and shall protect each of them against invasion ; 
and, on application of the Legislature, or the Executive, 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened,) against domes- 
tie violeace.’ ”’ 

There is also another sentence in the procla- 
mation to which it may be proper to eal your 
attention: 

** And it is suggested as not improper that, In constrict- 
ing a loyal State government in any State, the name of the 
State, the boundary, the subdivisions, the constitution, and 
the general code of laws, as before the rebellion, be main- 
tained, subject only to the modifications made necessary 
by the conditions hereinbefore stated, and such others, if 
any, not contravening said conditions, and whieh may be 
deemed expedient by those framing the new State govern- 
ment. 

Now, it will not escape observation that the 
proclamation does not require nor suggest any 
modifications of the constitution and code of laws 
existing before the rebellion declaring the qualifi- 
cation of voters, nor does it require or suggest the 
adoption of any constitutional provision abolish- 
ing slavery. On the contrary, ‘‘it is suggested as 
not improper, that in constructing a loyal State 
governmentin any State,’’ **the constitution and 
the general code of laws as before the rebellion 
be maintained, subject only to the modifications 
made necessary by the conditions ’’ thereinbefore 
stated, ‘and such others, if any, not contravening 
said conditions, and which may be deemed ex- 
pedient by those framing the new State govern- 
ment.’’ 

What are those conditions, if any, which by 
the terms of the proclamation require modifica- 
tions of the constitution and general code of laws? 
There is a condition demanding an oath. It is 
also made a condition that the State government 
shall be reéstablished by a number of persons 
having taken the oath not less than one tenth in 
number of the votes cast in the presidential elec- 
tion of 1860. I donot observe that any other con- 
ditiqnsare mentioned. It does not make it a con- 
dition precedent that the constitution and laws 
shall be changed in regard to the qualification of 
voters. Now, | understand that the elective fran- 
chise is entirely under the control of State regu- 
lation, and that it is generally provided for inthe 
organic law. When, therefore, the ‘* new State 
government”’ has been reéstablished in Missis- 
sippi, by one tenth of the voters, retaining ‘‘the 
constitution and general code of laws as before 
the rebellion,’’ what shall hinder Jefferson Davis 
from exercising in that State the elective fran- 
chise? Is there anything in the constitution and 
laws of Mississippi that will disqualify an uncon- 
vieted rebel from voting? Where will you find 
authority to prevent the traitors, the other nine 
tenths of the voters, from overpowering the one 
tenth at the polls, and taking possession of the 
sovernmentof the State? Careis taken to secure 
the protection of the freedmen, to the extent of 
the ability of the one tenth, against the nine tenths; 
but I do not discover that any modification is en- 
joined that will have the effect to abolish slaver 
in the State. Conceding the legality and sufi 
ciency of the executive proclamations for libera- 
ting the slave, I fail to perceive that any one of 
them has vacated the constitution or laws under 
which the institution of slavery is protected and 
sustained. ‘The people of the newly organized 
governments may be true to their oaths and sus- 
tain in good faith all the proclamations of the 
President, and yet in those reéstablished States, 
as in times gone by, you may again hear the cry 
of the wretched slave writhing in agony under 
the taskmaster’s lush, and again you may wit- 
ness, with pity and shame, the sale of men and 
The 
oath does not eschew the traffic in human beings. 
The recipient of the amnesty does not forswear 
the slave trade. When Arkansas shall have been 
restored, though all of her late slaves shall have 
been emancipated, commerce will be left free and 
unrestrained; and what legal principle shall pre- 
vent her people from buying and holding in bond- 
age all the slaves in Kentucky and Tennessee? 

The bill proposes to interpose guards againet 
the possible occurrence of the calamities to which 
I have referred; and it also makes special provis- 
ions for initiating and regulating the prelaminary 
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proceedings for reconstruction, which are not very 
definitely pointed out by the terms of the procla- 
mation. It may be said that all incipient proceed- 
ings may be instituted and directed by military 
officers, and that all needful rules and regulations 
may be provided from time to time by military 
orders adapted to the circumstances of each par- 
ticular case, Itmay be so. Ihave never shared 
in the trichttul forebodings of approaching mil- 
itary despotism by which some gentlemen seem 
to be so scriously disturbed, I have the utmost 
confidence in the ability and purity of intention 
of the present Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
and Navy; but we have no right to cast upon him 
those duties which the Constitution and the peo- 
le have clearly imposed upon us; and it cannot 
1 denied that, according to the spirit of our po- 
litical institutions, the organization of civil gov- 
ernment belongs rather to the civil than to the 
military department. Besides, it seems to me 
not wholly free from danger to confide matters of 
so great concern entirely to the hands of any Ex- 
ecutive. Though we may be quite satisfied with 
the present policy, we have no assurance of its 
continued duration. Notwithstanding the Con- 
stitution provides that no person shall be deprived 
of life without due process of law, we have seen 
that there is a power above the Constitution; and 
death or rotation in office might produce the most 
disastrous results. Another Executive might 
adopt a different policy; another Commander-in- 
Chief might issue proclamations and military or- 
ders of an entirely opposite character; and an en- 


lightened people need not be told that the destinies 


of a great nation should not be made dependent 
upon the life or continuance in public service of a 
single individual. 

I do not make these suggestions in the spiritof 
unfriendly criticism. While'there may be grave 
doubt of the power of the President to establish 
or inaugurate ** new State governments,’’ I am 
rejoiced to know that the Chief Magistrate of the 
nation asserts the sovereignty of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and its paramount authority over every 
part of its territory. ‘The absurd doctrine of the 
immortality of State governments is denied; and 
the right to impose terms and conditions prece- 
dent to the recognition of new organizations Is dis- 
tinctly asserted. 

**A mode in and by which the national author- 
ity and loyal State governments may be reéstab- 
lished’’ has been ** suegested;’’ amode which, in 
my judgement, if seconded by the passage of this 
or some similar bill, will be found ample, safe, 
and effective. ‘Then the system will be uniform 
by which the prodigal States, from time to time, 
can present themselves with the certainty of rec- 
ognition by all branches of the Government; and 
the country will feel confidence in their return as 
the result of entire regeneration, and as giving 
promise of permanent restoration. 

But to avoid misapprehension | desire to say 
that I would not refuse to recognize a reorganized 
State simply because she had not been recon- 
structed under the provisions of this bill and the 
President’s proclamation. According to the prac- 
tice of this Government, almost uniform, States 
have been admitted from the Territories in pur- 
suance of enabling acts of Congress; but in ex- 
ceptional cases some have been received without 
preliminary legislation. Should North Carolina 
to-day present herself with a constitution pro- 
viding for the purity of elections and inhibiting 
slavery, and with evidence of sufficient popular 
favor to give assurance of permanency, | would 
not hesitate to recognize her government simply 
because it had not been initiated and perfected 
under the proclamation and the proposed legisla- 
tion. [tis said that Arkansas will soon appear 
at the doors of Congress under circumstances 
similar to those | have suggested. Let her come. 
I would welcome her with joy and with kindly 
greeting. 
the vile rags, rank with secession and treason, 
with which she bas been clothed, and the hands 
of her people cleansed from the blood of patriotic 
martyrs. 

But the passage of this bill would exclude no 
such State from the Union. Congress would stil! 


be at liberty to exercise its judgment and free to 


use a wise discretion in gny special case that might 
arise. But the etenibithty that some State or that 
all the States in rebellion may at some future time 
take voluntary action and emerge from anarchy 





| the want of form, regulations, and method. 











1 would rejoice to see her stripped of 


——— 
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without encouragement and aid from Federal au- 
thority, cannot justify usin the neglect of the plain 
duty to adopt measures for an early and method- 
ical reorganization. 
provident policy of Micawber and wait for some- 
thing to turn up. 


distinetly defined and proclaimed; that the con- 


| ditions precedent to acknowledged restoration be 


so clearly and unambiguously defined and declared 
that when they present themselves they may de- 
mand recognition asaright. Alloceasion forcon- 
flict between the several departments of the Gov- 
ernment should be removed. The time of this 
House should not be occupied in the examination 
and acrimonious discussion of the claims of gen- 
tlemen to seats on this floor as the representatives 
of constituencies in districts where itis not known 
that there is any State government. And it is 
equally due to the people of the loyal States who 
have sent brothers, sons, and husbands to the bat- 
tle-field, whence they will notall return, thatample 
provisions be made to prevent a recurrence of trea- 
sonand civil war. This bill would provide guards 
and checks, and it would guaranty against surprise 
from rebels and the resuscitation of slavery; but 
it would not retard—on the contrary, it would ac- 


| celerate—the restoration of permanent peace and 


union. Asa people without government or or- 
ganization are in a state of anarchy, their efforts 
to establish law and order must be more or less 
impeded by caprice, by divided counsels, and by 
The 
passage of this bill is the establishment of incipi- 
ent civil government, and provides at once rules, 
regulations, and system, with the proper officials 
to carry them into execution. ‘Too much care 
cannot be observed in all our movements to pre- 
vent treachery and consequent miscarriage. ‘The 
oaths of men whose hands are dripping with in- 
nocent blood should be received with greatcaution. 


We have already on too many occasions had ex- | 
perience of the sad consequences of attempting to | 


rely on Punic faith. The rebels have a two-fold 
inducement to take the oath of allegiance: first, 
to avoid punishment and save their estates; and 
second, to get control of the new government as 
a means of crushing out the loyal men and ad- 
vancing their treacherous, nefarious schemes. 
The advice of the imitative Sambo to his com- 
panion to administer the oath to the rattlesnake 
and Jet it run is sufficiently suggestive. The oath 
of a traitor thrice perjured may well be regarded 
with suspicion. 

Mr. Speaker, my exhortations to wariness in 
the establishment of new State governments may 
seem indicative of overcaution. I confess to great 
anxiety on this subject. When I reflect upon 
the ruin that has been brought upon the country; 
when I know that the nation has been well-nigh 
depopulated; when I think of the bleeding hearts, 
the widows and orphans in every part of the 
land; when I consider that universal liberty has 


been endangered; when I can see in imagination | 


in this and in future generations the increased toil 
and privations that will become necessary in or- 


der to discharge the immense national debt accu- | 


mulated in consequence of this causeless rebellion, 


I am not willing that thoughtlessness, want of | 


foresight, timidity, or a false sentiment of tender- 
ness shall prevent the adoption of means, however 
stringent in their character, that may by possi- 
bility be necessary to prevent those governments 
from relapsing into the hands of traitors. Such, 
I believe, are the sentiments of the loyal people 
everywhere manifested. It is their wish and de- 
termination that the end of this war shall forever 
close the door against treason and rebellion. They 
desire to make the settlement a finality. They 
insist upon complete, absolute, and unqualified 
submission to the Constitution of the United 
States, without mental reservation and beyond 
any contingency. Nor do they believe such a 
consummation attainable without the utter anni- 
hilation of the slave power. They will not be 
satisfied to rest upon probabilities; they will take 
nothing upon trust. They have no confidence in 


|} men who have been, of their own free will, ac- 


tively engaged in rebellion; and they will expect 
that in the reconstruction of State governments 
positive provisions will be made for disfranchising 
leading rebels. 


|| already briefly alluded. 
We may not adopt the im- | 


It is due to those true patriots | 
and loyal men who have endured sufferings inde- || 
| seribable in their devotion to their country that 
the policy of all branches of the Government be | 


| freedom of al! persons is guarantied in sa 
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Mr. Speaker, I desire now to recur for q = 
ment to a provision of the bill to which ] * a 
ae I refer to that clay 
which it is proposed to insert in the constitu, 
of the State in which it is declared that * iny . 
untary servitude is forever prohibited, and 1 

? 1d Stare » 
During the time that | have occupied a seat in th 
Hall 1 have purposely refrained from enter, 
upon the discussion of slavery. I have not mn. 
sued this course with a view to the cone dete 
of my opinions. My views as to the nee)... 
institution are familiar to my constitue 
the yeas and nays, so often recorded in th 
of the House during the last three ye 
indicate that they are not wholly unknown in th 
Hall. But while I am opposed to slavery i, 
every form and have voted on all occasions i 
accordance with my convictions, I have not felt 
the necessity of vindicating my opinions jy set 
speeches, ; ; 

The question of slavery is notnew. It hasbeen 
a subject of discussion ever since my earliest pe. 
ollection; and | have been informed that j; was 
occasionally mentioned in history before | was 
born. Aspeechat this day upon the origin, chap. 
acter, and evils of slavery would not properly be 
called a ‘‘ thrice-told tale.’” Numerically it woylg 
be more accurate to say that it isa repetition for 
the millionth time. ‘The poet has recounted its 
wrongs and cruelties in mournful strains; the bis. 
torian has warned you that it saps the foundation 
of nations; the divine has shown you that it isa 
crime against the claims of universal brotherhood 
and the Christian religion; the political economist 
has proved that it impedes the growth of national 
wealth; the ethnologist complains that it oblit. 
erates the distinctive characteristics of the races: 
and an eminent individual, disdaining analysis, 
has comprehensively declared that it is the “sym 
of all villainies.’’ Indeed, for years the question of 
slavery has been conspicuous at the hustings, in 
the Halls of Congress, in the pulpit, in the lecture. 
room, in the public journals, in the literature of the 
country, in the literature ofthe civilized world. The 
man who, at this day, can originate one new idea, 
or the statistician who can marshal one new fact in 
relation to slavery, should have a patent for his 
invention, and be ranked as one of the greatest 
discoverers of any age. I shall not, therefore, 
depart from the rule by which I have thus far been 
governed, and allow myself on this occasion to 
be betrayed into the character of arehearser. Nor 
shall | make an argument to prove, what by the 
rebels is not denied, that slavery is the sole cause 
of the present rebellion. ‘Taking this fact as ad- 
mitted, and satisfied, as I am, that such a system 
of bondage is wholly incompatible with the per- 
manent existence of republican institutions, | re- 


Peculiar 
Nts; and 
e Journal 
ars, would 


| gard the adoption of the freedom clause of the 


bill into the constitutions of the rebel States as 
absolutcly essential to a safe reconstruction of the 
Union. 
This ubiquitous and ever-absorbing question of 
American bondage has at length become the great 
problem of the war. It was not’so considered at 
the commencement of hostilities. While we all 
understood the nature of the malady ,we all, never- 
theless, determined to remove the disease without 
disturbing the exciting cause. But it could not 
be done. Providence and the rebels had other- 
wise determined, and I accept with cheerful sub- 
mission the joint decree, Every vestige of slavery 
in the entire country must be removed; and to thet 
end we must watch with the keenest vigilance 
every step that is taken to reconstruct the rebel 
States. Let the great cotton and sugar-growine 
regions be made forever free. Adopt speedy and 
efficient measures to procure an amendment to the 


| Federal Constitution that will banish the evil from 


all the loyal States; hope for its speedy extinction 
everywhere; but ever remember that so long 
aslave breathes within our borders there 1s 0° 
safety for republican institutions. 

lam not unmindfal, Mr. Speaker, of the at 
nouncement, so often repeated, that ** slavery |8 
dead.” The early friends ofemancipation, whose 
lives and fortunes have been devoted to the a 
of humanity, seeing at length a prospect of 
realization of the hope of their lives, already (°° 
long deferred, with credulity pardonable, but re 
prompt and easy, catch up and reécho the dec “! 
ration that slavery is dead. The demagogue,!rm 
personal considerations, and as a plea to excuse 
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m an honest discharge of palpable duty, 


himself ft 
= enthusiasm that slavery is dead. 


ms with 


t pia 


a st me sn, quie tly concede that slavery 
[even the 
:200Ks] a few days since produc ed some 
es and drew forth the protest of his friend 
» Indiana, | Mr. Voonnees,| by declaring that 
ays athe d. Butletnoman be deceived; slavery 
~ vot dead, but sleepeth.’? In 1787 it was said 
e smi tten with mortal disease; but it “is ever, 
dying, yet never dead.’’ The wisestof our 
state seine n, With prophetic vision, foresaw 
nt calamities, and with promptne ss and 
ty si Seal dthe alarm; but their warning voices 
How small an effort at that 
would have rooted out the evil and saved us 
)that is now upon us; and what a lesson 
cyction is here afforded to show the errors 
stand to direct our steps in the future ! 
) man attempted to justify slavery on 
ian principles... It was admitted to be a so- 
m al and political evil; but it was said that 
t carrie ad within its own system the seeds of dis- 


' 
89s 104 
evel 

riyv 5 


i} away unheeded. 


Thea | 


Chris 


Philanthropists and patriots were quiete i. 
ile the magnitude of the evil was steadily in- 
creased. 

\rain, at a later day, thoughtful men were 


\w 


-oused to action by the astonishing increase of 


slavery and the rapid expansion of aristocratic 
wi wh and public 

awaken and enlighten the public mind; 
he people were quieted by the appliances of party 
machine ery, by the invention of schemes of colo- 
nization, and by repeated assurances of the effi- 
cacy of natural causes and the humanitarian spirit 
0 


{ 


danger. Sull this waning institution continued 
to expand, until new and wider fields were de- 
manded for its subsistence and occupation, when 
at length its champions, feeling secure in their 
position, threw off all disguise, advanced the doc- 
e that slavery is the normal condition of the 
red race, and caused grave divines to pro- 
aim its divinity from the sacred desk. That 
institution which was dying in 1787, but which 
as continued to breathe painfully up to the pres- 
enttime, has ruled this country with an iron hand 
for sixty years; 


age millions of human beings. 
itude of its power 


fident and daring. 
unmoie 


its devotees became too con- 
Not content with the quiet, 
sted control of all departments of the Gov- 
ernment, they sought and demanded a recogni- 
tion of its absolute g supremacy. They would not 
be confined within State limits nor bounded by 
parallels of latitude, They would make the Dec- 
aration of Independence a lie and the great Re- 
publica house of bondage. They cast “the Con- 
stitution under their feet and invoked the protec- 
tion of the sword. Throwing aside every legal 
claim and pretension, they risked all upon the 
fortunes of war. In their insane arrogance and 
greed for power they inflicted an injury upon their 
cane beyond anything that all the abolitionists 
‘ century had been able to effect, and it cannot 

be denied thatat length slavery has been sev oval 
wounded in the house of its friends. The legal 
utiers by which it was surrounded have been 
: token down, and it now lies bleeding and pros- 
Tue at our feet. It is at our mercy. 
‘e or shall we destroy? Shall we imitate our 
fathers, and after all our bitter experience wait 





ted the abolition of slavery as a fact ac- 
| 


the age, in due time, to dispel all apprehension | 


has brought on a war that has | 
cost us he alf a million lives and now holds in bond- | 
But in the plen- | 


Shall. we 


|| 


ies and prese nt sympathizers with | 
erats,in order to moderate the ac- | 


sventleman from New York | 





yn, and would gradually and quietly disap- || 


| some day I shall 


journals were established to | 
but again || 





with p Atic nee to see its flickering life quietly ebb | 


ant 


prudent and wise men, dispatch the monster and 
ry it out of our sight? Do we desire to putan 


end to h 
"0 Then let us declare our 


human bond: age? 
incling 
| 1uons. Do we ‘intend sucha result? 


t 


i 


‘of duty lies before us, plain and distinct, I 
ie no doubt as to what my course should be. 
2 0 consent of mine shall a single one of the 
Ward States ever be permitted to part icipate 
iping the destinies of this nation until she 
a y her organic law forever prohibited involun- 
y servitude, except as a punishment for crime, 


Withi , 
n all her borders; nor, while I have life and.| 
Sreneth ,W 


i § 


away, and thus run the hazard of resuscitation | 
complete convalescence, or shall we, like 


Then | 
us act accerding] y- For myself, I think the 


means the freedom of every inhabitant of the Uni- 
ted States, without reg ard to color or race, 

Mr. J.C. ALL nn. dl desire to present some 
views upon this subject, but not expecting this 
eat to come uy} aie morning lam notp re- 
pared at this time to present what L have to say. 
1 will, therefore, cial be the pleasure of the House, 
yield to some other gentleman whom \V desire to 


proceed with the discussion, or to the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means if he de- 
Sires to go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STEVENS. In what position would that 
place this bill? 

The SPEAKER. It would come up in the 
morning hour as soon as the Delaware and At- 
lantic railroad bill, so called, is disposed of, 

Mr. ASHLEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. DA wie of Maryland. I should be glad 
to have the bill made the special order after the 
morning hour, on som ape vified day. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Ifthe gentleman will name 

have no obje ction, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Serves Say immeédiately 
after the currency bill isdisposed of, which is the 
special order to-morrow. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
interfere with the reports of committees ? 

The SPEAKER. It will leave the morning 
hour to be used for reports 

No objection being ea hein was postponed 
until after the disposition of the currency bill, and 
was made the special order after the morning hour 


Will that 


| from day to day until disposed of. 








lll cease to urge by all constitutional || 


And then, on moti not Mr. RICE, of Maine, 


(at ten minutes to four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 23, 1864. 

Prayer by Rev. Turopore L. Cuyuer, D. D., 
of Brooklyn, New York. 

The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 

PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter from the Commissioner of Patents, 
communicating the annual report of the Patent 
Office for the year 1863; which, on motion of Mr. 
Cowan, was referred to the Committe eon Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. [| presenta petition numer- 


ously signed by citizens of Washington, praying | 


for an appropriation for the purpose of clearing 
out the W: ‘ashington canal. They set forth, among 
other reasons, that it is necessary as a sanitary 
measure. I ask thatthe petition and accompany- 
ing map be referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the memorial of 
Alfred Spink and Daniel Wolf, praying for remu- 


| neration for certain cotton seized by the Govern- 


ment at ga his, Tennessee, on the Sth of Oc- 
tober, 1862; w hich was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of La- 

salle county, Illinois, praying for the establish- 

ment of a mail route from “Ottawa to Mendota in 
said county and State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCKALEW presented a petition of one 
hundred and seventy citizens of Pe -nnsylvania, 
praying for the passage of an act for increasing 
the pay of soldiers in the Army; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 

Mr. DLXON presented five petitions of citizens 
of Hartford, Connecticut, praying for increase d 
railroad fac ilitie s between the cities‘of New York 
and Philadelphia; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of women 
of the United States, praying for the passage of 
anactemancipating all pers 


sons of 


tee on ‘elave ry and freedmen. 
Mr. MORGAN presented three petitions of cit- 


izens of New York, in favor of increased railroad | 


facilities between the cities of New York and Phil- 
adelphia; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented four pe 


African descent | 
held to involuntary service or labor in the United | 
States; which was referred to the select commit- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





1247 


izens of the counties of Fillmore and Winona, 
Minnesota, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Preston via Arondale and Argo 

to Ente rprise, in that State; which were referred 
to the Cx mmittee on Post Offices ant | Post Roads. 

Mr. NESMITH presented a petition of citizens 
of Oregon and the Territory of Was hington, p ray- 
ing that the two Indian superint 
gon and Washington Territory may. be consoli- 
dated, and that said State and Territory may 
constitute butone Indian superintendency; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, from the Committee 
onMilit ary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 301) to amend an act for 
enrolling and calling out the national forces, so 
as to increase the rank, pay, and emoluments of 


ndencies of Ore- 


| the Provost Marshal General, reported it without 


amendment, 

Mr. WILSON, from the Commit’ * on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 308) to establish a Bureau of Mil- 
Nery Neee reported it with amendments. 

Mr. CARLILE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was recommitted the bill (S. No. 
109) to expedite the settlement of titles to lands 


| in the State of California, reported it with amend- 


ments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 166) 
authorizing the archives in the office of the re- 


| corder of land titles in the State of Missouri to be 
|| delivered to said State, 
| to be discharged from 


have instructed me to ask 
its further consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Pub- 








lic Lands, as it appropriately belongs to that com- 
mittee, and I suppose it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary by mistake. 

The report was agreed to. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BROWN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to donate the unsold 
public lands along the route of the ron Mountain 
railroad to aid in the extension and construction of 
that road to a pointon the Mississippi river. 

Mr. TRUMBULL gave notice of his inten- 
| tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to construct a 
ship canal for the passage of armed and naval 
vessels from the Mississippi river to Lake Michi- 
gan, and for other purposes. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No 
190) to establish a navy-yard and depot at Cairo, 
in the State of Illinois; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


REPORT ON EMIGRATION. 
Mr. POWELL submitted the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to furnish the Senate the report of the Commis 
sioner of Emigration for 1863, with his account of the ex 


isting contracts, and other necessary information on the 
| question of emigration. 


Mr. HARLAN. Let it fo over. 
have that information on our desks. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


made, it will lie over. 
BILL BECOME A LAW, 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoray, his Secretary, announced 
that the President of the United States had yes- 
terday approved and signed an act (S. No. 142) 
for the relief of the owners of the French ship 
La Manclie. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuersony, its Clerk, Auhndnced that 
the raat of Re ‘presentatives had passed a bill 
(No. 355) to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to “stipatate for the release from attachment 
or other process of prope rly c laimed by the Uni- 
ted States, and for other purposes; in which it 


I think we 





| - . 
| requested the concurrence of the Senaté. 





titions of cit- ! 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message further announced that the Spec aker 
| of the House of Re -presentatives had signed the 
following enrolled biils: 
A bill (S. No. 25) to authorize the President to 
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negotiate a treaty with the Klamath, Modoc, and 
other Indian tribes of southeastern Oregon; and 

A bill CH. R. No. 299) to provrle for carrying 
the mails from the United States to foreign ports, 
and for other purposes. 


TLOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (No. 355) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to stipulate for the release from 
attachment or other process of property claimed 
by the United States, and for other purposes, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

PRINTING OF MESSAGE AND DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [am instructed by the Cgm- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution submitted by the Senator from I!linois [Mr. 
Tromso tr} to print five thousand additional copies 
of the message of the President, with the accom- 
panying documents, to reportitadversely. ‘I de- 
eire to state that the message and accompanying 
cocuments will make six volames, and the cost 
of printing the five thousand additional copies 
would be $30,000, which the committee suppose 
is more than the Senate would like to incur for 
that purpose. 

Mr. WILSON. 
tributed also? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes, sir. The Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing states that the type has 
been distributed; and if a new edition should be 
ordered, such is the immense quantity of printing 
already ordered for Congress and the various Ex- 
ecutive Departments that the work could not be 
executed at the Government printing office before 
next fall. 

The Senate will remember that at the last ses- 
sion a bill was passed to facilitate the printing of 
the public documents, which required that all the 
reports should be prepared before the commence- 
ment of each session of Congress, in order that 
they might be printed and laid on our tables very 
early in December. Some of the reports it was 
impossible to present in time from the Depart- 
ments, and I believe it was the opinion of the War 
Department that it was hardly proper to make 
some of the reports public for fear they might give 
information prematurely to the enemy. Those 
that were presented were printed immediately; 
and those that were presented after the meeting 
of Congress, although not within the time pre- 
scribed by law, were printed earlier than they 
ever were before. The Joint Committee on Print- 
ing propose to submit to Congress an amendment 
to the law in regard to publte printing that will 
somewhat increase the number of documents of 
this character printed, which is manifestly too 
small at present; but they hardly deem it advis- 
able to recommend the setting up of type anew. 

The report of the War Department has not yet 
been printed, and at the last interview I had with 
the Superintendent of Public Printing it had not 
all been sentin, It was impossible to doit for the 
reasons | have stated. hen it is sent in it will 
perhaps accomplish the object of the mover of this 
resolution to halts extra copies of that report 
printed, which can be done without resetting the 
type, and at comparatively very small expense. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before this subjeci passes 
from the consideration of the Senate, I should like 
to inquire if now would not be the proper time to 
make that order for the publication of an addi- 
tional number of copies of the report of the Sec- 
retary of War, or the first we shall know the type 
of that report will be distributed. Never in the 
history of the country have these documents been 
so much sought for as at the present time. The 
reports of the Secretary of War and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy give a history of the doings of 
our Army and of the Navy during the past year. 
They are sought for by the people very generally. 
We are publishing but very few copies of them. 
It seems to me that no expenditure we could make 
would be more serviceable to the country than to 
inform it of the movements of our Army and of 
the Navy. Everybody is interested in them. The 

erusal of these reports will have a tendency to 
increase the patriotism of the country, It seems 
to me we ought to publish more than some two 
or three thousand copies of them. I do not know 
the precise number. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Two thousand. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Only two thousand of 
those reports are published, it seems. If this is 


Has not the type been dis- 
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the proper time, I will submit the motion I have 
indicated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) 


from the Committee on Printing is now before the 
Senate and open to amendment. 

Mr. GRIMES. Letit lie over for the present. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But the first we shall know 
the type will have been distributed, and then there 
will be additional expense. 

Mr. GRIMES. It has not been sent to the 
printer i. , 

Mr. TRUMBULL. A portion of it has. 

Mr. GRIMES. Of the report of the War De- 
partment? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand so. 

Mr. ANTHONY. A portion of the War De- 


partment report has been sent to the printer. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


So I supposed. 
The reason why the com- 


| mittee did not recommend the adoption of this res- 


olution in substance is, that the rule of the com- 


| mittee is never to report in favor of printing any 


document without an estimate of the cost of it, 


| and it is impossible to get an exact estimate of 
| the cost of this until the whole shall have been 


sent in. The Senate, however, can weigh that 
objection without any difficulty, and can come to 


a conclusion for themselves. The House of Rep- 
| resentatives has ordered ten thousand copies of the 
| correspondence of the State Department, which 


is very voluminous and very interesting, to be 


poe for the use of tha: Department, and that, 


suppose, will supply all the demand for that 
document. Of the Navy report there have been 
fifteen hundred extra copies printed for the use of 
the Navy Department. 

#Mr. GRIMES. But the extra copies of the 
Navy report have been printed so as to put one 
copy on board each vessel-of-war. Six hundred 
and eighty-eight of them, therefore, have gone for 
that purpose, and some of the others go to the 
navy-yards, so that there are very few of them 
left for distribution. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Now itis disclosed by the 


| chairman of the Committee on Printing that the 


House of Representatives has ordered the publi- 
cation of ten thousand copies of the report of the 
Secretary of State in relation to foreign affairs. 
What interest does that possess to the great mass 
of the people compared with the report of the 
Secretary of War and its accompanying docu- 
ments? ‘There is not a family in this land that is 
not interested in watching the progress of our 
arms. The people want to see the reports of our 
generals. If we can publish ten thousand copies 
of the foreign correspondence of the State De- 
pannanet, it really seems to me that we ought to 
ye able to publish more than two thousand of the 
official reports of our generals, giving an account 
of the movements of our troops, of the battles that 
have been fought, in which there is scarcely a 
family in the land that is not interested. I sup- 
pose it is competent to amend the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is open to 
amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I moveto amend the res- 
olution by striking out all after the word ‘* re- 
solved,’’ and inserting the following: 

That there be printed for the use of the Senate ten thou- 
sand additional copies of the annual report of the Secretary 
of War, and accompanying documents, communicated to 
the Senate at its present session. 

I will confine it to the report of the Secretary 
of War, that being the most valuable. 

Mr. GRIMES. It strikes me that we had bet- 
ter let this resolution lie on the table for the pres- 
ent, and for this reason: | understand the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing to say that a 
part of the report of the Secretary of War has 
been submitted and printed, and it may be possi- 
ble that the type of that portion has been already 
distributed 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifithas, I would reset it. 

Mr. GRIMES. But then we ought to know 
what that portion is. is it the report proper, or 
is 1t the report appended to it of some battle, or 
of some engagement, or of some general? Let us 
know exactly what it is that we are going to order 
to be printed. It may be possible that that part 
which has already been printed may be a mere 
statistical part that is not of very great value, 





BE. 


and which, through the bureaus of the Ww 
| partment, the Secretary of War was a\ 


If there be no objection, the resolu- || 
tion will be considered at this time; and no ob- | 
| jection being interposed the resolution reported 


| more voluminous every year, and which inclydp 
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le to send 
in at the commencement of the present netiiine 


Congress withoutany trouble, whereas other, 
tions of it have been kept back and he ee 
been able to submit those other portions ix hot 
this time. We are legislating in the dark & 2 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing ea, 
tell us the exact condition of that portion of Pv 
Secretary’s report which is now in the hands of 
the printer; and the resolution will not Joge rr . 
thing by lying over fora day or two until we §,) 
out what the facts are. — 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection tot} 
course, (and perhaps it would be the most ane. 
priate,) to let the amendment be adopted 
stitute for the original resolution, and then reeon 
mit it to the committee, and let them hold it ys 
they can report back intelligently to the Sey - f 
to what the condition of the report of the S» : 
tary of War is. What I desire is to get befir 
the country the history of last year’s doings } 
Mr. ANTHONY. 1 desire to state, before the 
subject passes from the consideration of the Se, 
ate, that these documents which grow more and 


of 


ig 
t appro. 
AS a syh. 


Te. 


a great deal of useless printing for popular distrj- 

bution, ought to be edited. There should be some 

competent person to take the whole of them, ty 
’ 


| select those portions that are proper for popular 


distribution, and have large numbers of tho 
printed, and of the full documents smal! numbers 
printed for libraries. In the Nav report each 
individual bid for every article of supplies oy. 
dered is printed 

Mr.GRIMES. That is required by law, 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is required by law of 
that Department, but is not required by law from 
any other Department; and I cannot see any pos- 
sible use of itinthe Navy Department. The dis. 
bursements for public printing for the year 1862 
were $549,000, and for the year 1863 $1,404,000, 
This increase of course was rendered necessary 
by the calls for printing from the Treasury and 
the War Departments. The printing for the lp- 
ternal Revenue Bureau has been enormous, al! 
the blanks having been printed here instead of 
having them printed in the various States. I'he 
Superintendent of Public Printing estimates that 
at the rate at which printing is now ordered the 
amount expended this year will not be less than 
$2,000,000. 

Mr. SUMNER. [ should like to know if the 
Senator from Rhode Island can give us any idea 
of the possible extent of this publication. Will 
it be one, two, or three volumes? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it will be pretty 
xoluminous, but I can give no idea. 

Mr. SUMNER. I understand it is proposed 
that the resolution lie on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from lilinois. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is one remark that | 
should like to make in regard to something that 
fell from the Senator from Rhode Island. He said 
that these publications ought to be edited. | agree 
with him. They are comparatively useless from 
the fact that they are not edited and that they have 
no proper index. It is absurd to print one of 
these large volumes, and a collection, if you please, 
running through two ar three volumes, withoula 
complete index. Let any one refer to the Eng: 
lish Blue Books or the corresponding papers of 
the Legislature of France, and he will see ttt 
every volume is armed with a perfect and most 
exhaustive index. We ought to have the same 
for every volume that we publish, and | thik 
there would be no better economy of our money 
than the expenditure laid out upon such a work. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move now that the resolu: 
tion be referred to the Cornmittee on Printing. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to have * 
recommitted with the understanding, thoug! '8 
probably unnecessary to put it in the shape of an 
instruction, that the Committee on Printing will 
examine and report what portions of the repo" 
of the Secretary of War and accompany!"s doe: 
uments it is advisable to publish. Of course ¥° 
do co want bids and things of that kind pu 
lished. 

Mr. ANTHONY. They are not ublished 4 
the War Department, but in the Navy Depa 
ment only. 


Se 
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